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PETOSKEY – Location, Location, Location!
Located just south of town this property
offers a 2 bed, 1 bath mobile, large
covered deck on the front of the home,
24 x 48 detached garage with 220 elec,
cement floor, lots of lighting, water, and
heat. All the above and a beautiful
sloping lawn for all kinds of outside
entertainment! This one won't last long
at this price, especially with the pole
barn perk and location, so hurry for your
personal tour today!    $109,900.

27 S. LAKE ST., BOYNE CITY 
231-582-9555

CHARLEVOIX

“N�th�n Michigan’s Newest F�d Deal�”

Mattlafontaineford.com

Matt LaFontaine Ford
06725 US 31 Hwy S
Charlevoix, MI 49720
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$$
MARCH
21-27 $4.99/lb

SHANK PORTION
HAMS

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIP STEAKS

FAMILY PACK

$2.69/lb

99¢/lb
FRESH 80% 

GROUND BEEF

FAMILY PACK

Hi-Lites
Charlevoix County Commission on Aging Newsletter

 

  
 

    
  

            

                   

    

    
 

   

  
   
  

   

    
 

     

  

    
    

    

  

    
   

   

    

    
 

     

  

   
  

      

    
 

   
    

  
    

  
  

   

   
 

   

  

   
    

    

     
   

    
      

     
    

    

   

  
 

 
   

 
  

      
     

 
 

  
  

  
 

    
   

   
 

     
    
    

    
     

    
    

     
     

     
    

    

    
    

     
      
     

       
       

   
  

   
  
   

     
    

    
    

    
    

      
       

      
     

     
   

      
    
     

     
    

    
     

     
     

    
     

      
    

  
       
     

    
      
     

     

    
      

      
     

    
      

       

    
   

    
   

    
    

   
   

    
    

   
     

  
     

    
   

       
      

    
   

   
    

  
    

      
    

    
     

   
   
    

     
     

    
   

  
    
   
    

    
    

    
  
    

     
     

    

 
    

  
 

  
 

   

  
   

   

   

   

    

   
 

  
    

   
    

  
   

  
  

  

  
     

   
  

   
   

 
   

   
  
    

     

   
   

   
  
   

     
 

     
   

  
  

   
    

     
   

  
  

   
  

   

     
 

     
 

   
    

   
  

  

         
         

         

         
 

   
      

     

 
 

   

 

   
  

 
 

 
 

          
            

           
   

  
 

 

 
   
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

   
 

  
    

  
   

 
    

 
   

 
 

   
 

   
   
    
 

 
 

 

 
     

  
 

 
 

 
         

 
 

 
  

 
    

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
   
 

 
 

 
   

 

  
   

  
   

 
        

 
 

  

 
    

 
      

   
    

  
 

 
  

 
 

  

  
 

      
  

   

  
 

 
  

 
  

  
   

  

  
 

 
    

 
  

   
   

   
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
        

    
  

     
    

   
 

       
      

     
              

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

    
 

 
    

 
 

 
  

     
  

 
 

    
  

       
      

 
    

 
      

   
    

 
  

 
 

    
    

   
 

 
       

  
   

 
 

  
   

 
   

  
         

 
 

   
   

     
  

   
 

     
    

 
    

 
  

  

  
     

   
 

     
      

   
      

        
 

    
     

 
 

   
   

    
           
  

 
 

 
      

        
  

  
 

       
     

    
   

  
   

     
    

      
 

    
   

   
    

  
   

        
         

 
 

    
   

    
     

    
   

     
   

 
  

   
 

        

 
  

    
   

 
   

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

   
 

 
 

  

   
  

 
 

       
  
 

  
  

 
 

 

 
        

 
   

   
 

  
 

 
 

 
    

   
      

 
   

  

  
   

 
  

   
  

 
  

      

 
   

 
 

      
  

      
 

  

 
 

   
   

   
  

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
    

 
   

  
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
  

  
  

  

 
 

  
  

 
 

 

 

  
 

   
   

 
  

  

Inside This
Week’s Edition

Boyne City, Charlevoix, east Jordan, ellsWorth and surrounding areas MarCh 25, 2021

Inside

The Health Department of
Northwest Michigan has updated
its pre-registration and scheduling
process for COVID-19 vaccination
clinics to enhance security and effi-
ciency measures. 

The updated Patient Education
Genius (PEG) software system now
has an additional security authen-
tication step for those receiving a
link to schedule their vaccination
appointments. The more secured
scheduling helps prevent any shar-
ing of  the link and allows the
health department to continue to
schedule eligible individuals for
vaccination in a more organized
manner. 

“We are excited and relieved to
have increased security for our
self-scheduling links,” said Lisa
Peacock, Health Officer. “These
vaccines are in high demand and
we want to ensure that every dose
not only gets into an arm, but it is
also important that we maintain an
organized and equitable distribu-
tion of  vaccine based on eligibility
and prioritization. The update
means it’s more efficient for our
community residents - from pre-
registration through scheduling
their vaccine appointment,” she
said. 

Those wanting a COVID-19 vac-
cine should:  

•   Visit www.nwhealth.org to ac-
cess the pre-registration survey. A
confirmation email will be sent
upon completion. This technology
enhancement also allows for effi-
cient messaging to those on the
waiting list to keep them informed
of  progress.   

•   Once an appointment is avail-
able, based on your eligibility
phase and priority group, a link to
self-schedule an appointment will

be sent in a text message (see
image #1) to the smart phone num-
ber entered during pre-registration
or in an email if  a smart phone
number was not provided. 

o   If  the link is received, but you
cannot access internet or have is-
sues with the link and cannot
schedule on your phone, call 800-
386-5959 for assistance. 

•   When scheduling your ap-
pointment, the location and ad-
dress of  your clinic appointment is
in the upper right-hand corner of
the screen (see image #2.) 

•   Once the appointment sched-
uling step is complete, a confirma-
tion email will be sent to the email
address entered. This email will
contain all necessary details for
your vaccination appointment.  

Anyone 16 and older can pre-reg-
ister on the health department
website, but information to sched-
ule a vaccination will not be sent

until appointments are available. 
To help residents locate COVID-

19 vaccination sites, the health de-
partment created a flyer available
here listing additional vaccine
providers, availability, and clinic
locations. Residents can also view
vaccination sites throughout the
state by visiting www.vac-
cinefinder.org. Anyone can assist
an older adult who has not yet been
vaccinated by registering on either
the health department website or
by calling the senior hotline at 231-
715-5557, or their Senior Services or
Commission on Aging office.  

March 19, the Health Depart-
ment of  Northwest Michigan is re-
porting 25 new cases: Antrim (5),
Charlevoix (4), Emmet (2), and Ot-
sego (14) counties. As of  4 p.m.
today, the health department is re-
porting: 

•   Total COVID-19 cases in the

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF NORTHWEST MICHIGAN COVID-19 UPDATE 

Updated health department registration, scheduling
enhances vaccine appointment security and efficiency

IMAGE BY HAKAN GERMAN FROM PIXABAY 

See Health Department –Page 3

State of  Michigan individ-
ual income tax annual re-
turns are now due on May
17, 2021, according to the
Michigan Department of
Treasury.  

The new filing deadline
comes after the Internal Rev-
enue Service extended its
deadline to the same date.
For the benefit and conven-
ience of  taxpayers, both the
beginning and end of  income
tax filing season are the

same as the IRS.
“I’m happy to announce

that we are giving Michigan-
ders extra time on their
taxes this year,” said Gover-
nor Whitmer. “This has been
a difficult year for everyone,
and by moving the income
tax payment date, I hope
families have the buffer they
need to get their finances in
order. I am grateful for the
money going out to Michi-
ganders under the American

Rescue Plan and proud of
the state-level pandemic re-
lief  we’ve delivered to fami-
lies and small businesses.
Together, we’ll build our
economy back better.” 

“Taxpayers are trying to
understand how the federal
stimulus and the COVID-19
pandemic is impacting their
taxes,” State Treasurer
Rachael Eubanks said. “We
are continuously evaluating
how we can assist taxpayers.

Changing the state’s filing
and payment deadlines can
help individuals figure out
their next steps as we navi-
gate these extraordinary
times.”

“Our members have been
adamant to find relief  every-
where we can for the people
of  the State of  Michigan,”
said Matt Hall, chairman of
the House Tax Policy com-
mittee. “We have been pre-
pared with legislation to

extend the April 15 filing
deadline this year and we’re
grateful that Treasury and
the administration are work-
ing to waive penalties and in-
terest in the meantime.”

“Federal COVID-19 relief,
including moving the due
date for individual income
tax returns to May 17, is
vital to our recovery as a
state,” said House Demo-

Governor Whitmer Secures Bipartisan Support to Give Michiganders
More Time to File Individual State Income Tax Returns
Taxpayers Can Now File Tax Returns and Make Payments by May 17, 2021

See Taxes –Page 5

Former Boyne 
Falls Village Clerk
sentenced

Debra Jane Taylor, 66,
Boyne
Falls, was
sentenced
to 18
months of
probation
preceded by
two months
of  jail, 14
days to be
served immediately following
her conviction of  embezzle-
ment of  $1,000 or more but
less than $20,000.

Judge Roy C. Hayes III
handed down the sentence
this morning in the 33rd Cir-
cuit Court.

Taylor had pleaded guilty
to the charge on January 22,
acknowledging that she had
stolen $3,203.80 from the Vil-
lage of  Boyne Falls where she
had been the longtime village
clerk.

Police records showed that
Taylor had failed to deposit
cash payments for village
water bills on 11 occasions
going back to July 2014 and
instead had kept the funds for
herself.

The Michigan Sentencing
Guidelines called for a mini-
mum sentence of  0 to 3
months in jail and the Michi-
gan Department of  Correc-
tions recommended no jail
time, however, Charlevoix
County Prosecuting Attorney
Allen Telgenhof  asked the
court to order incarceration.

Telgenhof  said that without
a jail sentence it might appear
that someone can steal from
the public, pay the money
back and have no punish-
ment. Both Taylor and the
court noted the humiliation
that had resulted from the ar-
rest and Taylor’s criminal
record now shows this crimi-
nal conviction.

DEBRA JANE TAYLOR



William 
VanLoo, 94

(JAN. 24, 1927 - MARCH 19, 2021)

William VanLoo of
Charlevoix passed away on
March 19, 2021 at Charlevoix
Munson Hospital.

He was born on January 24,
1927, in Berkley, MI, the son of
Adrian and Mary (McKenzie)
VanLoo.

He served in the U.S. Navy
during the World War II era
and was honorably discharged
with the rank of  Seaman First
Class.

William worked at the East
Jordan Creamery, drove a
milk truck, was employed at
the Charlevoix Schools and for
a while owned his own busi-
ness.

William loved the outdoors,
especially hunting, fishing,
and golfing to name a few.

He is survived by his 3 chil-
dren, Lynn (Rod) Pearsall of
Charlevoix, Wendy (Vail)
Shepard of  East Jordan, Rick
(Pattie) VanLoo of  Charlevoix,
4 grandchildren, Kevin (Vikki)
Pearsall of  Charlevoix, Kristi
Pearsall Richman of
Charlevoix, Steven Shepard,
of  East Jordan, Shawn
(Wayne) Bernier of  East Jor-
dan, 10 great-grandchildren, 6
great-great-grandchildren,
brother Jim (Judy) VanLoo of
FL and many nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by
his first wife Victoria
(Croitori) VanLoo, second wife
Mary Lou (Gibelyou) VanLoo,
4 brothers, Jack, Adrian, Roxy
and Wylie VanLoo and his par-
ents.

There will be a public view-
ing on Saturday, March 27,
2021 from 3-5 p.m. at the Win-
chester Chapel of  Mortensen
Funeral Homes.

Later this summer, he will
be honored at a graveside
service at the Barnard Ceme-
tery with military honors.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Senior Cit-
izens Center, 6906 Norwood
St., Charlevoix, MI, 49720.

Arrangements are being
handled by the Winchester
Chapel of  Mortensen Funeral
Homes.

Online guestbook
www.mortensenfuneral-
homes.com.

Jack J. Peebles, 83
(FEB. 5, 1938 - MARCH 19, 2021)
Jack J. Peebles of  East Jor-

dan passed away on Friday,
March 19, 2021 at home.

In keeping with his wishes,
his family will remember him
privately.

Arrangements are being
handled by Gaylord Commu-
nity Funeral Home.

Marie H. 
Castiglione, 93

(JULY 15, 1927 - MARCH 22, 2021)

Marie H. Castiglione of
Charlevoix, formerly of Central
Lake, passed away on March 22,
2021 at the American House.

Marie was born on July 15,
1927, in Hamtramck, MI, the
daughter of Benjamin and
Mary (Oleski) Malkowski.

She was a long time member
of  St. Luke Catholic Church in

Bellaire and was in the Red Hat
Society as well as the Central
Lake Lady Lions Club.

She enjoyed bowling, making
ceramics, playing the accordion
and wintering in St. Peters-
burg, FL, with her late husband
Amedeo.

Marie is survived by 3 sons,
Mike (Linda) Castiglione of
Charlevoix, Tom Castiglione of
Boyne City, Dan (Becky) Cas-
tiglione of  Fort Worth, TX, a
son-in-law Marc Vadnais of
Fenton, MI, 5 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren.

Marie was preceded in death
by her husband Amedeo Cas-
tiglione, a daughter Janet Vad-
nais, 5 siblings and her parents.

Funeral Mass will take place
on Wednesday, March 24, 2021
at 1:00 p.m. at St. Luke Catholic
Church in Bellaire with Fr.
Chet Collins officiating. Visita-
tion will be from 12 noon until
the time of  Mass at the church.

Burial will be at a later date
Southern Cemetery in Central
Lake Township.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Central Lake
Lions Club, c/o Dennis
Richardson, 2729 Gilbert Lane,
Central Lake, MI 49622, or the
Central Lake Food Pantry, P.O.
Box 326, Central Lake, MI,
49622.

Arrangements are being
handled by the Central Lake
Chapel of  Mortensen Funeral
Homes. Online guestbook
www.mortensenfuneral-
homes.com.
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record temps
DAY.............AVG LOW ...AVG. HIGH .........RECORD LOW.....RECORD HIGH)

MAR 25 .23° ...45° ....-6° (1965)..70° (1987)
MAR 26 .23° ...46° ....-5° (1951)..68° (1998)
MAR 27 .24° ...46° ....-8° (1965)..71° (1989)
MAR 28 .24° ...46° .....0° (1965)..71° (1989)
MAR 29 .24° ...47° ....-7° (1970)..72° (1986)
MAR 30 .25° ...47° .....4° (1964)..71° (1986)
MAR 29 .24° ...47° ....-7° (1970)..72° (1986)
MAR 30 .25° ...47° .....4° (1964)..71° (1986)
MAR 31 .25° ...48° .....6° (1965)..73° (1999)
APR 1....25° ...48° .....6° (1964)..73° (1999)
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OBITUARIES

In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

Over 7,000 sq. ft. of Furniture, Antiques & Goodies

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353

Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

231.547.9624

We Have Moved

www.bergmanncenter.org

STOP IN AND SEE OUR NEW STORE!!!

Open Mon-Sat 9-5

Watch us on facebook for our specials!

6585 M-66, Charlevoix MI

Since December 2020, when
COVID-19 vaccination clinics
began, the Health Depart-
ment of  Northwest Michigan
has administered 27,357 total
doses of  the vaccine, and over
3.59 million doses have been
administered in the state of
Michigan.  

As of  March 21, the health
department’s vaccination sta-
tus is as follows: 

·       Number of  vaccine
doses administered last week
(March 15-21): 2,956 doses. 

·       Number of  vaccine
doses allocated for this week:
3,419 doses. 

·       Percent of  Antrim,
Charlevoix, Emmet and Ot-
sego county residents who
have received their first or
initial dose: 35.9%. 

·       Percent of  Antrim,
Charlevoix, Emmet and Ot-
sego county residents 65 and
older who have received their
first or initial dose: 67.9%. 

For additional vaccine ad-
ministration data, please visit
our COVID-19 vaccine dash-
board. The health depart-
ment’s vaccine dashboard is
updated weekly on Tuesdays. 

Lisa Peacock, Health Offi-
cer, for the health depart-

ment’s jurisdiction of
Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet
and Otsego counties, enthusi-
astically noted that appoint-
ments are currently being
scheduled for individuals 50
and older, and eligible essen-
tial workers.  

“We continue to reach mile-
stones worth celebrating in
our vaccination efforts,” said
Lisa Peacock, Health Officer
for the health department.
“With vaccine allocations
more stable we have been
able to plan weekly first and
second doses clinics in all
four counties and with the ad-
dition of  the Janssen vaccine,
with less storage and han-
dling needs, we are better
able to adapt to meet the
unique needs of  special popu-
lations in our jurisdiction,”
she added. 

The Health Department of
Northwest Michigan was no-
tified today of  two cases of
the B.1.1.7 COVID-19 variant
in Otsego County. The cases
were identified through active
surveillance by the Michigan
Department of  Health and
Human Services. Case inves-
tigation and contract tracing
have been completed, and the
individuals are following iso-

lation guidance. Research
shows that the B.1.1.7 variant
is more easily spread than
other variants. Based on the
latest evidence, current tests
and vaccines available for
COVID-19 work effectively
against this variant. 

“The identification of  this
variant strain in another
northern Michigan county re-
minds us that we must con-
tinue to take steps to slow the
spread of  COVID-19. Anyone
who has any symptoms or
with known exposure to
COVID-19 should get tested
and quarantine themselves,”
said Peacock. “Residents
should register for vaccina-
tion and schedule their ap-
pointment as soon as they are
able. We know that fully vac-
cinated individuals, are un-
likely to get the virus.  Even
in the rare occasion they are
diagnosed with the virus,
they typically experience less
severe disease” she added.   

Today, March 23, the
Health Department of  North-
west Michigan is reporting 54
new cases: Antrim (19)
Charlevoix (9), Emmet (7),
and Otsego (19) counties. As
of  4 p.m. today, the health de-
partment is reporting: 

·       Total COVID-19 cases
in the following counties:
Antrim (1,098), Charlevoix
(1,147), Emmet (1,629), and Ot-
sego (1,470).  

·       Recovered COVID-19
cases in the following coun-
ties: Antrim (902), Charlevoix
(991), Emmet (1,399), and Ot-
sego (1,049).  

·       Confirmed COVID-19
associated deaths in the fol-
lowing counties: Antrim (20),
Charlevoix (13), Emmet (38),
and Otsego (28). 

The State of  Michigan is re-
porting 633,191 cases and
15,919 deaths. 

Stay up to date on the latest
information in the Health De-
partment of  Northwest
Michigan jurisdiction by lik-
ing and following our Face-
book page and visiting our
COVID-19 Data Dashboard.
To locate a testing facility,
visit the Michigan COVID-19
Test Finder website. To track
the risk levels of  COVID-19
pandemic indicators, visit the
MI Safe Start Map website.
For more information regard-
ing the COVID-19 vaccine,
visit the MDHHS vaccine
website or the CDC vaccine
website. 

Over 27,000 doses of hope administered, variant
identified reiterates need for continued caution   

3 POSITIONS OPEN...
CHARLEVOIX COUNTY, GAYLORD 

and PETOSKEY.
Independent contractor position earns 

20% commission. If you are self-motivated to 
get moving and get in front of local businesses 

you can make a ton of money.
Most of our salespeople work from home and service the
businesses close to home. Businesses love the results
they get from advertising in the Michigan MoneySaver,
Weekly Choice, Charlevoix County News and our 13
weekly papers. Our family owned business if based in

Gaylord, Michigan but we distribute our weekly papers in
100 towns in 19 counties in Northern Michigan. I need 

great salespeople in various areas in Northern Michigan.

Send your resume to Dave Baragrey 1. 
E-mail to Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com

NEWS REPORTER
Boyne City and Charlevoix -- Attend and report on

local governmental meetings, school board and local
news reporting. Experienced writer and photographer

a plus. Must have Digital camera and computer.

E-mail info and samples to 
Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com

E-Mail News Releases and Announcements to  
Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com

MICHIGAN MEDIA INC.
PO BOx 1914, GaylOrd, MI 49734-5914

PhOne 989-732-8160 •  Fax:888-854-7441

VOLUME 12 ISSUE 40

The Charlevoix County News is published weekly on Thursdays.
Published by Michigan Media, Inc., PO Box 1914, Gaylord, Michigan 49734.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Charlevoix County News,
PO BOX 1914, GAYLORD, MI 49734-5914

Distributed to Boyne City, East Jordan, Charlevoix, 
Boyne Falls, Walloon Lake, Ellsworth and Atwood.

Available on News Stands: 75 cents a copy.

Subscriptions:
Local Home Delivery of the News: $55.00/year.

Out-of-County Delivery of the News: $75.00/year.
(Local area includes Boyne City, Boyne Falls, Charlevoix, East Jordan, Ellsworth, Petoskey, Gaylord)

ADVERTISING DEADLINE MONDAYS AT NOON
Place Classified ads on-line at

www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com
25 cents/word, $2 minimum.

Office: 989-732-8160
Notice to Readers: Typically, most advertising is honest and clear about special offers, however, please be sure to read the
contents thoroughly to avoid misrepresentation.  Michigan Media does not warranty the accuracy or reliability of content and
does not accept any liability for injuries or dam  ages caused to the reader or advertiser that may result from content contained
in this publication.  Errors in advertising should be reported immediately.  Dam  age from errors will not exceed the cost of the
advertisement for one issue. Michigan Media, Inc. reserves the right to publish or refuse ads at their discretion.
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following counties: Antrim
(1,060), Charlevoix (1,125),
Emmet (1,595), and Otsego
(1,392).  

•   Recovered COVID-19
cases in the following coun-
ties: Antrim (891), Charlevoix
(985), Emmet (1,382), and Ot-

sego (1,039).  
•   Confirmed COVID-19 as-

sociated deaths in the follow-
ing counties: Antrim (20),
Charlevoix (13), Emmet (38),
and Otsego (28). 

The State of  Michigan is re-
porting 622,151 cases and
15,850 deaths.  

Stay up to date on the latest
information in the Health De-
partment of  Northwest
Michigan jurisdiction by lik-
ing and following our Face-

book page and visiting our
COVID-19 Data Dashboard.
To locate a testing facility,
visit the Michigan COVID-19
Test Finder website. To track
the risk levels of  COVID-19
pandemic indicators, visit the
MI Safe Start Map website.
For more information regard-
ing the COVID-19 vaccine,
visit the MDHHS vaccine
website or the CDC vaccine
website.

HEALTH DEPT. 
FROM PG. 1

The Christopher & Dana
Reeve Foundation is dedi-
cated to curing spinal cord
injury through innovative
research and improving the
quality of  life for people liv-
ing with paralysis through
grants, information and ad-
vocacy.

Challenge Mountain re-
ceived a $18,275 grant from
the Reeve Foundation to
support adaptive recre-
ational programming. “We
were thrilled to receive the
grant from the Reeve Foun-
dation,” explains Executive
Director Elizabeth Looze.
“This gift will make a signif-

icant impact on the lives of
individuals living with dis-
abilities for many years to
come.

“Not surprisingly, the
Foundation’s Core Beliefs
parallel those of  Challenge
Mountain,” Looze adds. Ac-
cording to the christopher-
reeve.org, the Foundation “…
believes in EMPOWERING
those affected by paralysis
with the best knowledge, re-
sources and support.” The
Foundation Mission: “…IM-
PROVING the QUALITY OF
LIFE for individuals and fam-
ilies impacted by paralysis.”
The Challenge Mountain Mis-

sion: to enrich lives and em-
power individuals living with
disabilities through year-
round adaptive recreation.

Equipment purchased
was received in January in-
cluding: Skandic wide-track
snowmobile, Dynamique bi-
ski (adaptive skiing equip-
ment), 100 Bolle ski helmets,
and 15 Red Feather snow-
shoes. “This is equipment
will help to improve winter
recreational experiences for
so many of  our participants
living with disabilities,”
shares Program Director
Linda Armstrong. “Even
with strict COVID protocols

in place, participants have
already been enjoying the
snowshoes, and the snow-
mobile has been in action,
though it will be most ap-
preciated next winter when
we can gather again and
provide adaptive skiing op-
portunities.”

To learn more about Chal-
lenge Mountain visit chal-
lengemtn.org, or contact
Executive Director, Eliza-
beth Looze at
director@challengemtn.org
or call 231-582-1186.

Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation
grant supports regional adaptive recreation
programming at Challenge Mountain

Washington - Monday,
Rep. Jack Bergman intro-
duced the Rural Broadband
Window of  Opportunity Act
to level the playing field for
broadband expansion in
Northern Michigan and the
Upper Peninsula. Specifi-
cally, the bill would require
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) to
prioritize the processing of
broadband expansion appli-
cations located in areas with
shorter build seasons. 

Over the coming months,
the FCC will be reviewing
applications and other rele-
vant documents submitted
by service providers who
are seeking to receive fed-
eral funding for broadband

infrastructure buildouts
through the $9.2 billion
Rural Digital Opportunity
Fund Phase I (RDOF). (Read
more about RDOF here).
Communities in Michigan’s
First District are slated to
receive a large portion of
these funds, which will be
implemented by service
providers over the next 10
years.

However, it is important
for these service providers
to begin building out their
networks as soon as possible
to not only meet their pro-
gram obligations but simply
to get unserved and under-
served communities con-
nected as soon as possible.
For this reason, the Rural

Broadband Window of  Op-
portunity Act would ensure
the applications for build-
outs in areas with limited
construction seasons, such
as due to long and snowy
winters, are processed
faster than others. Any bu-
reaucratic delays would
have greater negative conse-
quences in Northern Michi-
gan and the Upper
Peninsula than in areas
with more temperate cli-
mates. 

“I’m proud to introduce
the Rural Broadband Win-
dow of  Opportunity Act be-
cause it is common sense
that the FCC should process
RDOF applications faster
for Michigan projects where

a dark and snowy winter is
always around the corner,
as opposed to projects in
less seasonal states. We
need to get shovels in the
dirt as soon as possible – es-
pecially considering the in-
creased need for telehealth
and remote working during
the pandemic. This simple
change would level the play-
ing field for the service
providers who have put skin
in the game to connect the
many households and busi-
nesses in Michigan living on
the wrong side of  the digital
divide," said Rep Bergman.

Bergman Introduces Rural Broadband 
Window of Opportunity Act

The Michigan Department
of  Health and Human Serv-
ices (MDHHS) updated its
Gatherings and Mask epi-
demic order on Friday, allow-
ing up to 20% capacity in
large outdoor stadiums and
arenas that establish infec-
tion control plans. The up-
date also increased testing
requirements for youth ages
13-19 to ensure athletes can
safely participate in sports.
The order went into effect
today and remains in effect
through April 19.

As spring approaches and
we start to make plans for the
warmer weather, Dr. Josh
Meyerson, Medical Director
with the Health Department
of  Northwest Michigan, re-
minds residents of  the gath-
ering mandates and the need
to maintain preventative
safety measures if  we want to
return to normalcy.

“Now isn’t the time to roll
back our safety and public-
health mitigation measures,”
Dr. Meyerson said. “Getting
everyone vaccinated is the
most important step toward
being able to eventually relax
restrictions,” he said, adding
he’s “cautiously optimistic”
that if  northern Michigan
residents and visitors get
vaccinated as soon as they
can, mask up, maintain so-
cial distancing, and wash
their hands, we will be able to
have safe, small family gath-
erings this spring and sum-
mer.

The MDHHS order an-
nounced Friday allows gath-
erings at outdoor stadiums
and arenas to be 20% of  the
venue’s capacity if  the site: •
Establishes an infection con-
trol plan that complies with
the protocols included in
MDHHS’s document entitled
Enhanced Outdoor Stadium

and Arena Guidance.
• Posts the mitigation plan

publicly.
• Sends infection control

plans to the local health de-

partment and MDHHS at
least seven days before sched-
uled events.

• Administers a testing pro-
gram as specified in

MDHHS’s Guidance for Ath-
letics for all players.

Beginning April 2, athletes
ages 13-19 are required to be
tested consistent with the

testing protocol specified in
MDHHS Interim Guidance
for Athletics. A mask must be
worn unless a sports organ-
izer has deemed a type of
sport to be unsafe to play
while masked and a more fre-
quent testing protocol is fol-
lowed. All participants across
the entire organization must
be tested consistent with the
testing protocol specified in
MDHHS Interim Guidance
for Athletics. For more infor-
mation on sports and athlet-
ics: Coronavirus - Sports and
Athletics (michigan.gov).

“We all have a personal re-
sponsibility to slow the
spread of  the virus so we can
end this pandemic together,”
said Dr. Meyerson, adding
that by April 5, all residents
16 and older are eligible for
the safe and effective COVID-
19 vaccine.

To help residents locate
COVID-19 vaccination sites,
the health department cre-
ated a flyer available here
listing additional vaccine
providers, availability and
clinic locations. Residents
can also view vaccination
sites throughout the state by
visiting
www.vaccinefinder.org. Any-
one can assist an older adult
who has not yet been vacci-
nated by registering on either
the health department web-
site or by calling the senior
hotline at 231-715-5557, or
their Senior Services or Com-
mission on Aging office.

The Health Department of
Northwest Michigan re-
ported 63 new cases on Satur-
day, March 20: Antrim (11),
Charlevoix (7), Emmet (15),
and Otsego (30) counties. On
Sunday, March 21, 16 new
cases were reported: Antrim
(2), Charlevoix (2), Emmet (4),
and Otsego (8) counties.

Today, Monday, March 22, 39
new cases were reported:
Antrim (6), Charlevoix (4),
Emmet (8), and Otsego (21)
counties. As of  4 p.m. today,
the health department is re-
porting:

• Total COVID-19 cases in
the following counties:
Antrim (1,079), Charlevoix
(1,138), Emmet (1,622), and
Otsego (1,451).

• Recovered COVID-19
cases in the following coun-
ties: Antrim (900), Charlevoix
(989), Emmet (1,394), and Ot-
sego (1,042).

• Confirmed COVID-19 as-
sociated deaths in the follow-
ing counties: Antrim (20),
Charlevoix (13), Emmet (38),
and Otsego (28).

The State of  Michigan is
reporting 629,612 cases and
15,903 deaths.

Stay up to date on the lat-
est information in the Health
Department of  Northwest
Michigan jurisdiction by lik-
ing and following our Face-
book page and visiting our
COVID-19 Data Dashboard.
To locate a testing facility,
visit the Michigan COVID-19
Test Finder website. To track
the risk levels of  COVID-19
pandemic indicators, visit the
MI Safe Start Map website.
For more information re-
garding the COVID-19 vac-
cine, visit the MDHHS
vaccine website or the CDC
vaccine website.

CUTLINE:
This graphic depicts the

new Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
mandate for

State announces new gathering capacity, student athletic testing requirements

WEXFORD
COUNTY, MI.
Trooper Andrea
Tillman of  the
Michigan State
Police (MSP)
Cadillac Post
began a local ini-
tiative in 2019
that has now be-
come a statewide
initiative adopted
by the MSP.
“Purses with a Purpose” was
an innovative community
policing initiative developed
by Trooper Tillman to solve
identified community issues.
The first issue was a need to
raise awareness of  Sexual
Assault Awareness Month.
The second was the need for
toiletries and non-perishable
food items at OASIS, a local
women’s resource center.

The main idea behind the
initiative was this, the public
was encouraged to donate
new or gently used purses
through the month of
April—Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. These

purses could be
empty or be filled
with things that
would help you feel
better after a hard
day (mints, hygiene
products, snacks,
fluffy socks etc.).
The purses would
be given to sur-
vivors and other
clients of  the local
resource center as

needed. Often these people
are forced to leave their liv-
ing situation suddenly with
nothing but what they have
on their person.

This is now a statewide
initiative adopted by the
MSP and several posts
throughout the state are par-
ticipating. Donations are
being accepted through
April and will remain local.
You can make donations at
any of  the four MSP Posts in
the Seventh District between
the hours of  8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. in Alpena, Cadillac,
Gaylord, and Houghton
Lake.

New Statewide Initiative Began At The Cadillac Post

      
        



CHARLEVOIX
SPOTLIGHT ON INNOVATION

STUDENT ART SHOW
Our regional high school

student art exhibit show-
cases 11th & 12th grade stu-
dent artwork. Scholarships
awarded by Kendall College
of  Art & Design of  Ferris
State University, and
Charlevoix Circle of  Arts
awards sponsored by Blick
Art Materials. Our juror this
year is Nancy Carey, local
artist and Jordan River Arts
Council (JRAC) Board Mem-
ber.  Open to the Public
March 12 - April 10, 2021. Pick
up free Take & Make art proj-
ects for kids while supplies
last! 

CHARLEVOIX
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
If  your child turns 5 on or

before Sept. 1, 2021, call to
register to attend one of  our
2021 sessions: Tuesday, April
20, 2021 | 3:30pm or 5pm;
Thursday, April 22, 2021 |
3:30pm or 5pm. Masks will be
required. 108 E Garfield Ave,
Charlevoix. (231) 547-3215. 

ELLSWORTH
COMMUNITY HOUSING SURVEY

The Ellsworth Community
Housing Solutions Commit-
tee invites you to share your
thoughts about your current
and future housing needs.
The information gathered
will be used to plan for hous-
ing options in our commu-
nity. Surveys are available at
the Front Porch Cafe and
Good Samaritan Family
Services. Please return the
completed survey by mail to
Village of  Ellsworth, PO Box
265, Ellsworth, MI 49729 or
drop it in the drop box at the
Banks Township Hall by
March 31, 2021.

CHARLEVOIX
FISH FRY FRIDAY. 

March 19, 5-7pm. St. Mary
School is having a Fish Fry
Take Out Dinner on March
19th from 5-7PM. The dinner
includes baked or fried fish,
baked potato or French fries,
coleslaw, roll and dessert.
The cost is $13 per person.
All are welcome! No need to
call ahead - come between 5-
7pm. 

ELLSWORTH
COMMUNITY HOUSING SURVEY
The Ellsworth Community

Housing Solutions Commit-
tee invites you to share your

thoughts about your current
and future housing needs.
The purpose of  this survey is
to provide the Committee
with a clear assessment of
the housing needs for single
adults, families and seniors
living, or wishing to live in
Ellsworth. The information
gathered will be used to plan
for housing options in our
community. Surveys are
available at Front Porch Café
and Good Samaritan Family
Services. The answers to
these questions will be used
to help determine size, price
range, type and number of
units needed.

CHARLEVOIX
FREE YOUTH ART LAB CLASSES
For ages 10 and older dur-

ing the month of  March. Regis-
ter at
CharlevoixCircle.org/classes-
workshops or call 231-547-
3554. Saturday, March 20 1-
3pm: PRINTMAKING with
Sharon Smithem. Friday,
March 26 2-4pm: AIR-DRY
CLAY with Joey Phelps.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
CHX COUNTY COA MEALS

UPDATE
We are providing Hot

Home Delivered Meals to our
home bound clients by $3 do-
nation. We are providing
weekly Disaster Meals deliv-
ered by reservation to any
Charlevoix County resident
60 years old or older so that
our most vulnerable do not
need to leave their homes as
often. This is a once a week
delivery of  a Hot Meal and 6
frozen meals. This need to be
ordered through the COA of-
fice 231-237-0103 on the
Thursday before the week
you want it and is a $3 dona-
tion per meal.

We are continuing to pro-
vide Hot Curbside Pick-up
meals at each of  our Senior

Centers five days a week by
$3 donation – No reservations
needed! 

EAST JORDAN
EASTER BUNNY AND TREATS
The East Jordan Lion’s

Club will be handing out
Easter treats in the East Jor-
dan Sportsman’s Park on Sat-
urday, April 3 from 10:00 AM
– 11:00 AM (while supplies
last). The Easter Bunny will
also be on hand to help the
Lion’s Club hand out the
treats.

BOYNE CITY
2021 CITY COMMISSION

ELECTION(S)
Three City Commission

seats are open for election or
re-election in the November
2021 election. (If  more than
six (6) valid petitions are re-
ceived, the City will hold a
primary election in August).
Petition forms may be ob-
tained at City Hall from Jes-
sica Puroll, Deputy City
Clerk by calling 231-582-0341.
Completed forms must be
filed with the City Clerk’s of-
fice no later than April 20,
2021 by 4 p.m. Visit cityof-
boynecity.com for additional
information and filing de-
tails.

BOYNE CITY
EARLY LEARNERS PROGRAM
Calling all parents of  Pre-

school-aged kids. The Early
Learners Program is en-
rolling for the Summer and
next Fall session. Each fam-
ily should fill out this form if
your student will be 3 or 4-
years-old next year. For more
information please see the
Early Learners Web-page
athttps://www.boyne.k12.mi.
us/District/Department/4-
Early-Learners-Program or
email, Laurel Jewett, if  you
have questions at
ljewett@boyne.k12.mi.us. By

filling out this form - parents
are starting the enrollment
process.
https://docs.google.com/.../1
F50lCHLNghoSw.../edit (link
to sign up) 

PETOSKEY
FULL-TUITION SCHOLARSHIP FOR
GRADUATING HOME SCHOOL

SENIOR 
North Central Michigan

College will again provide a
full-tuition scholarship to
one graduating senior from a
home school within its serv-
ice area. Presidential Schol-
arships are offered for full tu-
ition (up to 20 contact hours
per semester) and mandatory
fees for four consecutive se-
mesters (fall and winter
only). Field study fees are not
included. Scholarship recipi-
ents must register for the fall
semester immediately follow-
ing their spring high school
graduation. Documentation
must be received by April 9,
2021. Applicants will be noti-
fied of  the selection decision
by May 1. For more informa-
tion, visit
www.ncmich.edu/presiden-
tial, or contact Renee DeY-
oung, vice president of  Stu-
dent Affairs, at
rdeyoung@ncmich.edu or
231-348-6618. ncmich.edu

BOYNE CITY
INDOOR FARMERS MARKET
Saturdays, 9am – Noon,

Pavilion, 207 N. Lake Street.
Our indoor season home in
the pavilion is ready for you
all. Over 20 vendors with a
variety of  produce, baked
goods, crafts, coffee and
more. For more information
on the market, visit the
Boyne City Farmers Market
Facebook page or email farm-
ersmarket@boynecity.com

CHARLEVOIX
GYM WALKING

Gym Walking will be avail-
able again for our Charlevoix
County Aging Adults.

Charlevoix Walking Loca-
tion: Charlevoix County
Building Northside, 13513 Di-
vision

Street, Charlevoix. With
the county’s purchase of  the
old elementary school, and
the Gym being part of  the
Senior Center, we are excited
to make it available for walk-
ing again through the winter
and spring by reservation
only. We will have 10 spots
per hours available for those
who are interested. You must
maintain 6 foot social dis-
tancing and wear a mask for
the time you are in the build-
ing. You must wear shoes &
use walking assistance
(canes, walkers, etc.) specific
for indoor use only to protect
the gym floor. Walking will
be available on the mornings
that the gym is available. To
reserve your time slot please
contact Sheri at (231) 237-0103

BOYNE CITY
NATIONAL MOREL 

MUSHROOM FESTIVAL
The dates for the 2021 Na-

tional Morel festival will be
May 14-15-16, 2021. To prevent
the spread of  covid-19 the fes-
tival has been downscaled for
everyone’s safety. May 14, 15
& 16 Events include: Annual
arts and crafts in Veteran’s
park (hours will be posted on
our website, bcmorelfesti-
val.com). The Wine and Dine
which is hosted by the Boyne
Area Chamber and held at
the Deerlake Beach House (to
register, visit the chamber of
commerce website at
https://www.boynechamber.c
om/). Reservations required,
limited availability. Due to
the current pandemic, these
popular event will not be pos-
sible this year: Music under
the Tent, The Taste of
Morels, The Guided Hunt,

and The National Morel Fes-
tival Competitive Hunt. New
events and activities will be
updated on our website and
on our Facebook page.

EAST JORDAN
GYM WALKING

Gym Walking will be avail-
able again for our Charlevoix
County Aging Adults.

East Jordan Walking Loca-
tion: East Jordan Senior Cen-
ter, 951 Mill Street, East Jor-
dan. The EJ School Gym use
is being made part of  the
Senior Center again this
year, and we are excited to
make it available for walking
through the winter and
spring by reservation only.
We will have 10 spots per
hours available for those who
are interested. You must
maintain 6 foot social dis-
tancing and wear a mask for
the time you are in the build-
ing. You must wear shoes &
use walking assistance
(canes, walkers, etc.) specific
for indoor use only to protect
the Gym floor. Walking will
be available to seniors from
10:30am - 11:30am only Mon-
day through Friday. To re-
serve your time slot please
contact Brenda at: (231) 536-
7831. These dates and times
are subject to change depend-
ing upon the current Pan-
demic situation and/or the
needs of  the Community to
utilize this space to fight the
Pandemic. By making a
reservation you will be called
if  there are any changes to
your dates or times. Thank
you for your patience.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

AVAILABLE
Have you experienced fi-

nancial hardship due to the
COVID-19 crisis? Northwest
Michigan Community Action
Agency (NMCAA) has fund-
ing from the federal CARES
Act to assist with various
needs (utility help, car re-
pairs, housing costs, diapers,
baby formula, phone bills,
etc.). You may be eligible for
assistance if  you meet in-
come guidelines and live in
NMCAA’s service area
(Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix,
Emmet, Grand Traverse,
Kalkaska, Leelanau, Mis-
saukee, Roscommon, and
Wexford Counties). To apply
for help, please contact our
CARES Intake Specialist at
800-632-7334.

BOYNE CITY
KINDER CLOSET

At Christ Lutheran Church
is open from 10am to noon on
the second Saturday of  every
month. Free baby items are
provided, including diapers;
wipes; clothes and more, for
any Charlevoix County par-
ent with a newborn to 24
month-old-child. Christ
Lutheran Church is located
at 1250 Boyne Avenue in
Boyne City. For more infor-
mation, call 231-582-9301.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
SENIOR AND EMERGENCY

GROCERY SERVICE:
Charlevoix County Transit

& the COA has a Senior and
Emergency grocery ordering
delivery service as part of
the services offered by the
County’s Transit. While de-
livery of  items such as food
pantry boxes, prescriptions
and senior meals was well re-
ceived, the grocery delivery
was not widely used during
the early months of  the pan-
demic. One of  the drawbacks
that transit officials noticed
was that for curbside pickup
available for groceries an in-
dividual needed to place their
order via a smartphone or
web-based application.

The expansion of  the Tran-
sit’s delivery program will

provide assistance to those
needing help with ordering
their groceries. County resi-
dents who would like to use
the Grocery Ordering/Deliv-
ery Program can call Pro-
gram Coordinator at 231-497-
1430 on designated shopping
days to place their grocery
order. The program coordina-
tor will then input the order
with the caller, take payment
information (credit/debit
card) and then place the or-
der as well as scheduling the
grocery delivery in transit’s
scheduling system. This pro-
gram is currently limited to
in-county grocery stores uti-
lizing the store shopping app.

Designated days/times for
orders to be placed: Monday
1:30-3:00pm; Tuesday 9:00-

10:00am and 1:30-3:00pm;
Wednesday 1:30-3:00pm;
Thursday 9:00-10:00am and

1:30-2:30pm
While this program ini-

tially focused on helping our
county’s aging population,
with a surge in COVID cases
and the flu season upon us,
transit officials felt this was
a worthwhile community
service that should be offered
to anyone who is in need of
help or worried about going
into stores. Charlevoix
County’s Commission on Ag-
ing will assist the Charlevoix
County Transit with getting
information about this pro-
gram out to the county’s ag-
ing population as well as con-
tinue to assist those over 60
years old with transit fares
for in-county rides as well as
out-of-county medical ap-
pointments. For more infor-
mation about Transit rides
or the free delivery services
offered, please call 231-582-
6900 between 7:30am and
4:30pm, Monday through
Friday.

BOYNE CITY
FEED A FRIEND

Stiggs Brewery has a pro-
gram called Stiggs Feed-a-
Friend and it allows needy
individuals to call in take-out
orders every Sunday with a
no questions asked policy. Or-
der anything from our regu-
lar dinner menu. Order what
you need. Order what you
want. We understand that
many of  our family and
friends have fallen on hard
times. We are here to help.
This program is a 501C3 Non-
Profit and is made possible
by our amazing community
sponsors, donations and our
hard-working staff. Learn
more and/or donate at stiggs-
brewingcompany.com/feedaf
riend 

EAST JORDAN
RAVEN HILL DISCOVERY CENTER

ACTIVITIES
We have lots of  exciting

events planned for this
spring & summer! Below is a
sample of  what is coming.
First, Raven Hill is hosting a
Zoom session on Climate
Change on Monday, April 5th
at 7pm. The presentation is
called, “Must we, Can we,
Will we change?” Robin Glea-
son was trained by former
Vice President Al Gore and
will a speaker for the Climate
Reality Leadership Corps, an
organization whose purpose
is to educate the public and
inspire action on climate
change. This engaging pres-
entation is for audiences of
all types, so people every-
where, including Northern
Michigan, can join together
in working for solutions. The
presentation will last about
an hour, and everyone will
have the opportunity to ask
questions. Sign up to attend
by calling or texting Cheri at
231-675-6025. 

CHARLEVOIX
Hospice of  Northwest

Michigan invites you to join
our Monthly adult grief, loss
& bereavement support
group, which takes place the
2nd Sunday of  each month
from 4-5pm at the First Bap-
tist Church, 6781 M66 North.
This program is open to any-
one in our community look-
ing for assistance in their
grief  process and is facili-
tated by Rev. David Behling.
There is no charge to attend.
Please feel free to call Hos-
pice at 231-547-7659 to register
or for more information.
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Kevin Dudd
Super Clean Chimney Sweep
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MISSING 
OUR DOG
...somewhere near
Old State, Wilson
and Kidder Roads 
in East Jordan.
Mostly black, 
some tan, weighs
about 50 pounds.  
Call Briere if found -

248-914-6775
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Boyne Falls Public Schools

STUDENT OF 
THE WEEK

Greyson Byrd
Grade: 4th Grade

Parent’s Name(s):  Randi Scott and Mike Byrd  

What do you want to be when you grow up?: Librarian and
Author 

Favorite Book: Holes by Louis Sachar

Hobbies and Interests: Reading, playing video games, and play-
ing outside

School Activities: Participates in Grade School Basketball, has
read over a million words so far this year in Accelerated Reader
and is currently participating in a friendly competition with a
classmate on Xtra Math

Staff Comments: Greyson is an excellent student who strives to
excel in his classes.  He is polite, has wonderful manners, and is
a great role-model for his peers.  He is a quiet leader and is al-
ways looking out for others.  If he sees a friend in need, he is
there to happily assist.   He demonstrates The Logger Agree-
ment in his words and actions, but most especially in his ability
to work as a team.  I’m proud of you, Greyson!    

Submitted By: Mrs. Brooke Fenske
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cratic Leader Donna Lasin-
ski, D-Scio Twp. “We need
to do everything we can to
get relief  to Michigan
workers, small businesses,
families and schools im-
pacted most by the COVID-
19 pandemic; extending the
deadline to file taxes is a
part of  what is needed and
the right thing to do.”

Under a Taxpayer Notice
issued by the state Treas-
ury Department, state indi-
vidual income tax annual
returns and payments are
now due before 11:59 p.m.
on May 17, 2021.

Individual taxpayers
who need additional time
to file beyond the May 17
deadline can request an ex-
tension to Oct. 15, 2021.
Taxpayers requesting addi-
tional time to file should
estimate their tax liability
and pay any taxes owed by
May 17, 2021, to avoid addi-
tional interest and penal-
ties.

Because the extension is
limited to the 2020 taxes,
first quarter estimates for

tax year 2021 remain due
on April 15, 2021.

Taxpayers who are owed
a refund are encouraged to
file their state income tax
returns so they can receive
their refunds. More infor-
mation about e-filing is
available at www.michi-
gan.gov/mifastfile.

Changes to city income
tax deadlines require state
legislation.

“It is imperative the
Michigan Legislature
quickly pass legislation ex-
tending the city tax dead-
line in our state to parallel
the recent extension at the
federal level,” Sen.
Stephanie Chang (D-De-
troit) said. “Hardworking
Detroiters and their fami-
lies have disproportion-
ately struggled in
countless ways during the
pandemic, and this small
but significant gesture
would go a long way to-
ward ensuring all parties
are accounted for this tax
season.”

To learn more about
Michigan’s taxes, go to
www.michigan.gov/taxes
or follow the state Treas-
ury Department on Twit-
ter at @MITreasury.

TAXES. 
FROM PG. 1

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY,
MI. Troopers from the
Michigan State Police (MSP)
Gaylord Post stopped a vehi-
cle on Saturday, February
20, 2021 at approximately
1:55 a.m. for a moving viola-
tion which resulted in the
arrest of  the passenger for
carrying a concealed
weapon. 

The traffic stop was on the
Boyne City Road near Burns
Road in Hayes Township.

The driver, a 25-year-old
woman from Howell and her
passenger, 26-year-old Adam
Tyler Peterson from Boyne
City, were having an argu-
ment when troopers saw
them. Peterson advised
troopers he had a handgun
in the back seat. Peterson
did not have a permit to
carry the handgun. He was
placed under arrest and
lodged in the Charlevoix
County Jail. 

Peterson was arraigned
yesterday afternoon in the
90th District Court in
Charlevoix on one count
Carrying a Concealed
Firearm. His bond was set at
$1,000 cash surety. Peter-
son’s next scheduled court
appearance is on April 20,
2021 at 2:30 p.m.

Boyne City Man Arrested For Carrying Concealed Weapon 

Lawrence Clair Pease III,
34, Beaver Island was sen-
tenced to serve 18 to 40 years
in prison following his con-
viction of  Criminal Sexual
Conduct, First Degree today
in the 33rd Circuit Court.

Pease pleaded guilty on
February 5, 2021 to sexual
penetration involving a child
under the age of  13.

In sentencing Pease, Judge
Roy C. Hayes III noted that
the sexual assault of  children
is one of  the most heinous

crimes that he sees and that
it was particularly offensive
in this circumstance.

The case was prosecuted
by Charlevoix County Assis-
tant Prosecuting Attorney
Mary Farrell and was investi-
gated by the Charlevoix
County Sheriff’s Office and
the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
Child Protective Services.

“This predator will be in
prison at least until he is 52
years old, thanks to the brav-

ery of  the victim in this case,
and solid work by the investi-
gators and Ms. Farrell,”
Charlevoix County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Allen Telgen-
hof  said. “We were very
happy to have such a result
without the victim having to
be re-traumatized by testify-
ing at trial.”

In addition to the prison
sentence, Pease will be a reg-
istered sex offender for life
and have lifetime electronic
monitoring.

Beaver Island man sent to prison for Sexual Assault
C O U R T  C A S E S

Up to $20,000 to be in-
vested into rehabilitation
and improvement of  down-
town facades

Applications for Boyne
City Main Street’s 2021
façade grant program are
now available. The façade
grant program provides
matching funds for Main
Street District property
owners and tenants to im-
prove the facades of  their
buildings, in order to main-
tain the architectural char-
acter and economic
viability of  downtown.

“We look forward to con-
tinuing our work with
building and business own-
ers in the downtown with
programs like the façade
grants that result in long-
term investment,” Kelsie
King-Duff, Boyne City Main

Street Executive Director,
said.

To begin the process, in-
terested property owners or
tenants must review the
Façade Grant Program
Guidelines on the Main
Street website HERE and
meet with the representa-
tives from Boyne City Main
Street to discuss the scope
of  the project. An applica-
tion must then be submitted
by noon on April 29. After a
competitive review process
by the Design Committee
and Boyne City Main Street
Board a decision will be
made to which projects re-
ceive funding. For every
dollar awarded the appli-
cant must spend an equal
amount. Individual grant
amounts will be up to 50
percent of  a project’s cost.

A total of  $20,000 is avail-
able for the 2021-22 cycle. 

Funds are provided by
Boyne City Main Street
with dollars raised through
Boyne Thunder. There is no
set minimum or maximum
number of  projects per
year. Eligible items under
the façade program include,
but may not be limited to:
removal of  siding that was
used to cover original build-
ing materials, exterior brick
or wall surface repair,
pointing of  brick/mortar
joint repair, window and/or
door replacement/repair,
any architectural details in
need of  repair and/or re-
placement. Ineligible ex-
penses include paint,
signage, awnings and work
that has already been com-
pleted.

The grant program seeks
to encourage private invest-
ment through the rehabili-
tation and improvement of
facades within the Boyne
City Main Street District, to
encourage good design that
will serve as quality exam-
ples, and to preserve the ar-
chitectural character that is
distinctive to Boyne City. By
improving the appearance
of  the building facades, the
program aims to improve
the economic viability of
the downtown.

For more information
about Boyne City Main
Street and the façade grant
program or to schedule
your meeting with Main
Street representatives, visit
www.boynecitymainstreet.c
om or email
mainstreet@boynecity.com.

Boyne City Main Street facade grant applications now available

COVID-19 pandemic has
had lasting effects on our
communities over the last
year. Here at Bellaire and
East Jordan Family Health
Center, we have felt the pain
and loss in our own commu-
nity. We have supported
families who have been af-
fected and mourned those
we have lost. We continue to
provide COVID-19 testing
and are excited to be provid-
ing COVID-19 Vaccines to
our community. 

While the pandemic has
kept us apart, there is new
hope—three vaccines are
currently being distributed.
These vaccines will help us
move closer to controlling
the pandemic. We want
everyone in our communi-
ties to be safe and get back
to hugging our families and
friends.

“Getting vaccinated with
one of  the COVID-19 vac-
cines is an important way
for all of  us in our sur-

rounding counties to pre-
vent further spread and
viral mutations. They are
all equally safe and effective
in preventing severe illness
from COVID-19. Please
strongly consider getting
vaccinated as soon as you
can for yourself  and the
good of  the community,”
states Dr. Laurence Yung,
CMO of  East Jordan Family
Health Center.

Getting the COVID-19
vaccine adds one more layer
of  protection for you, your
family, and your loved ones.
Here are some key points
about the COVID-19 vac-
cine:

•   All COVID-19 vaccines
currently available in the
United States are very effec-
tive at preventing the dis-
ease.

•   The most common side
effects are pain in the arm
where you got the shot, feel-
ing tired, headache, body
aches, chills, and fever.

•   When it is your time,
the COVID-19 Vaccine is
FREE. Providers will ask
for insurance information,
if  available, but there is no
cost to you.

•   Stopping a pandemic
requires using all the tools
we have available—wearing
masks, staying at least 6 feet
apart from people who do
not live with you, avoiding
crowds and poorly venti-
lated spaces, washing your
hands frequently, and get-
ting vaccinated.

We all play a part in this
effort, and you are key.
Please consider getting
your COVID-19 vaccination
to support your friends and
family. 

The health center will
have access to a limited sup-
ply of  COVID-19 Vaccine
and are welcoming the com-
munity to sign up online to
receive their vaccine. Indi-
viduals can sign up online
at www.ejfhc.org/covidvac-

cine. Individuals will be
contacted to schedule an ap-
pointment as supply allows.
The health center will fol-
low the MDHHS Priority
Guidelines. If  you do not
have access to the internet,
please call our health cen-
ter at 231-536-2206 ext. 122 or
ext. 128 and a scheduler will
contact you regarding your
interest in the COVID-19
Vaccine.

Vaccines are also cur-
rently available through the
Health Department of
Northwest Michigan. More
information about their
vaccine clinics is available
at
http://www.nwhealth.org/c
ovid19imm.html

For more information
about the Bellaire and East
Jordan Family Health Cen-
ter and their services, check
out our website at
www.ejfhc.org.

Bellaire and East Jordan Family Health Centers Receive
COVID-19 Vaccines for Community Distribution.

Approximately 810,000
Michigan children whose ac-
cess to school meals has been
affected by the COVID-19
pandemic have begun to re-
ceive food assistance benefits.

The Michigan Department
of  Health and Human Serv-
ices is automatically issuing
the additional benefits now
through the end of  March.
Monthly payments will con-
tinue through June.

This is the second time that
Michigan has gained federal
approval of  Pandemic-EBT
benefits. Last school year
Michigan was the first state
to qualify for the federal

During the second round
of  Pandemic- EBT, children
will receive up to $741.6 mil-
lion in assistance benefits
that their families can use to
pay for food at stores or on-
line.

“Michigan has been a na-
tional leader in making sure
families can put food on the

table during COVID and this
pandemic-EBT will continue
to ensure that no child in our
state goes hungry during the
pandemic,” Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer said. “Students are
steadily returning to in-per-
son learning because of  the
progress we’ve made combat-
ting COVID-19, but kids who
don’t go to school five days a
week have a harder time ac-
cessing the free and reduced-
price meals available to them
at school. Pandemic-EBT
closes this gap, giving our
children another option for
accessing nutritious food.”

Students in grades pre-
kindergarten through 12 are
eligible if  they qualify for
free or reduced-price lunches
at school and in-person
learning is not available at
their school or is not avail-
able on a full-time basis. Pan-
demic-EBT will provide
another way for students who
do not have in-person classes

to access food - along with
Michigan Department of  Ed-
ucation (MDE) programs that
provide meals to students at
mobile and stationary loca-
tions.

Families will receive an es-
timated $127.53 monthly for
each eligible child who has
no in-person classes and at-
tends a school that is fully
virtual and about $77.06 for
each eligible child who at-
tends a school with a hybrid
schedule of  in-person and re-
mote learning. Monthly bene-
fits will vary based on the
number of  school days in
each month.

Benefits are retroactive to
September, with assistance
from September through Feb-
ruary paid this month. Pay-
ments will be paid
automatically, so families do
not need to apply to receive
the assistance. Households
that already receive food as-
sistance will receive the Pan-

demic-EBT payments on
their Bridge Cards. Families
that do not already receive
food assistance will receive
Pandemic-EBT cards in the
mail that they can use to pur-
chase food.

After Michigan qualified
for Pandemic-EBT last school
year, new federal rules for ap-
proval of  Round 2 funding for
this school year delayed
Michigan’s approval. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administra-
tion provided increased
flexibility that allowed Michi-
gan to be approved.

“Providing families with
easy access to the benefits
and services they need is a
top priority of  MDHHS that
has become even more vital
as all of  us deal with the im-
pact of  the pandemic,” said
MDHHS Director Elizabeth
Hertel. “Pandemic-EBT is in-
credibly important to chil-
dren and families whose
normal school routines -

which for many include ac-
cess to school meals - have
been disrupted by COVID-
19.”

The food assistance bene-
fits will go to Michigan fami-
lies with students ages 5-18
who are enrolled in the MDE
program for students eligible
for free or reduced-price
school meals.

“This year has been very
challenging for students and
their families on many lev-
els,” said State Superintend-
ent Dr. Michael Rice. “In
addition to the over 200 mil-
lion meals provided to stu-
dents in local schools and
mobile and stationary feed-
ing operations across the
state, the P-EBT benefits
offer an extra and important
measure of  food security for
our families in need during
the pandemic.”

Prior to receiving their
EBT card, families will re-
ceive a letter from MDHHS

describing how to use the
card, how to set up a PIN and
other information about food
assistance benefits. The cards
can be used much like a debit
card for food purchased from
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP) re-
tailers.

Families can find a list of
SNAP retailers on the SNAP
Retailers website. They also
can use their benefits online
to purchase food from Ama-
zon, Walmart or Aldi. 

More information can be
found on the MDHHS Pan-
demic-EBT webpage. Fami-
lies that have questions can
email MDHHS-PEBT@michi-
gan.gov. 

Information around coron-
avirus outbreak is changing
rapidly. The latest informa-
tion is available at Michi-
gan.gov/Coronavirus and
CDC.gov/Coronavirus.   

Pandemic EBT available for children attending school virtually
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CALL (989) 732-8160
FAX (888) 854-7441

AND OUTDOORS SPORTS@CHARLEVOIXCOUNTYNEWS.COM

athletes    weekof
the

Need sale flyers distributed?
Contact Us today at: 989-732-8160

ALEXIS DANFORTH 
EllSWORTh lANCERS 

JACOB MUELLER 
ChARlEVOIx RAyDERS 

Select from zip codes all over Northern  
Michigan using Advertisers Postal Service.

Senior Alexis Danforth led the
Lancers to blowout win over Alanson
last week with 27 points. She scored
14 points in the win over Harbor Light
Christian Academy. 

Senior Jacob Mueller had a great
week. He led the scoring for the Ray-
ders in the game against Kalkaska
with 25 points. Then he scored 25
points again in the win over Harbor
Springs. Then he ad 11 points in the
showdown with Elk Rapids.

BY : DOM SANTINA 

It has been very clear this
year who the top three in the
Pro Women’s class of  Amsoil
Championship Snocross are
and Inanna Hauger has been
one of  them. She would look
to continue to put herself  on
the podium in Eagle River,
Wisconsin. 

For Rounds 13 and 14 of
the circuit, the series would
make the trip to the World
Championship Derby Com-
plex in Eagle River. Hauger
would start her day off on
Friday by showing off some
massive air over a triple-sec-
tion before the finish line and
push points leader Megan
Brodeur out of  her comfort
zone. As they would do battle
for the whole first round of
qualifying. However, Brodeur
would eventually pull away
for the round win. In round
number two, Hauger would
slot in behind the two points
leaders of  Brodeur and Ma-
lene Anderson and settle for
a third-place finish. In the
final for round number 13,
the team would try and make
a massive adjustment to the
snowmobile in hopes of
going for it all. However, it
would not pan out as well
and Hauger would have to
work her way up to third
quickly after coming off the
starting line in about the
fifth-place position. Hauger
would end up on the podium
once again but would have
bigger hopes for round num-
ber 14. 

In round 14, the top three
would be paired with
Brodeur and Anderson and
once again would settle for a
third-place finish. In round
number two, Hauger would
be paired with Anderson and
would fight for the number
two spot as the team would
continue to figure out the
right setup for a very rough
track. In the final, Hauger
would come out of  the first
corner in third place and

ahead of  Brodeur. As the
race would wear on Brodeur
would catch Hauger and
move her back to the fourth
position. It would put a five-
race podium streak in jeop-
ardy for Hauger. However,
she would battle with
Brodeur and try to stay with
her and by doing so, it al-
lowed Hauger to close up on
competitor Tasha Lange who
was running in the second
position. Lange would be
passed by both Brodeur and
Hauger, which would allow

Hauger to finish on the
podium once again. 

Hauger has now been on
the podium for six straight
races, which dates back to
the Fargo National being the
last time she was not on the
podium. Hauger will look to
continue the streak next
week when they return to
Eagle River to wrap up the
2021 season. Now that
Hauger is consistently finish-
ing on the podium, she is now
getting to the point where a
third-place is no longer good

enough. Hauger will have an-
other shot on the same track
on Friday, March 26 and Sat-

urday, March 27. 
You can follow Hauger and

all other Amsoil Champi-

onship Snocross action at
snocross.com/livestream. 

Hauger’s Podium Streak Extended to Six Races 

Hauger who has earned the nickname "Holeshot Hauger" looks to add another one to the season total as they launch from the starting line.  Photo by Popperazzi 

Hauger adds two more podiums to her total at the World Championship Derby Complex over the weekend in Eagle River,
Wisconsin.  Photo by Popperazzi Hauger airs out her Polaris snowmobile over the triple during the Ram Truck National.  Photo by Popperazzi 
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B O Y S  B A S K E T B A L L

BY: DOM SANTINA 

The Boyne City Boys Bas-
ketball team has had an up
and down season. As the
team went into the final
week of  the season they had
a 7-7 record. The team
would start the week off
with a trip to Grayling on
Tuesday, March 16. 

BOYNE CITY 69, 
GRAYLING 42

The Ramblers would get
off to a good start as they
would double up the
Vikings in the first quarter,
20-10. In the second quarter,
the Ramblers would be not
as efficient but would still
be able to expand their lead.

They would lead 33-19 at
halftime. In the third quar-
ter, the Ramblers would
have their best offensive
quarter of  the game putting
up 22 points and continuing
to expand their lead. As
they would head to the
fourth quarter they had a
55-27 advantage. The
Vikings would be able to
narrowly outscore the Ram-
blers but the game had been
decided at that point. The
Ramblers would end up tak-
ing the win by a final score
of  69-42. The team would
see contributions up and
down the roster. However, it
would be Senior Aiden
Brehm who would lead the
scoring for the Ramblers as
he would have 20 points to
go with his 14 rebounds.
The team would also have

sophomore Jack Neer con-
tribute 10 points. The win
moves the team to 8-7 on the
season and 8-5 in the Lake
Michigan Conference. 

BOYNE CITY VS. 
EAST JORDAN - FORFEIT

The Ramblers would be
scheduled to play the Red
Devils to end the regular
season. A game that was
highly anticipated after the
close matchup in East Jor-
dan earlier this year. How-
ever, after COVID-19
concerns the game would be
forfeited by East Jordan,
giving the Ramblers a 1-0
victory. The win would have
the Ramblers finish the reg-
ular season with a 9-5
record. They would finish 9-

5 in the Lake Michigan Con-
ference which would be
good enough for fourth
place. 

BOYNE CITY VS. SAULT.
STE. MARIE  - FORFEIT

The Ramblers were
scheduled to play Sault Ste.
Marie in the opening round
of  Districts on Tuesday,
March 23. However, after
COVID-19 concerns in the
Sault Ste. Marie High
School, the team would can-
cel the matchup as well.
This will move the Ram-
blers to the semi-finals,
where they will host
Cheboygan at seven o’clock
in Boyne City. 

Ramblers dismantle Grayling
Finish regular season 9-7 

       

BY: DOM SANTINA 

The Ellsworth Boys’
team came into the final
week of  the regular season
with an 11-1 record. The
team could clinch an out-
right conference champi-
onship with a win. The
team would start the week
with a trip to Alanson. 

ELLSWORTH 67, 
ALANSON 42

The Lancers would be
able to pull out an 18-11
lead after the first quarter.
The Lancers would get into
their normal play in the
second quarter, by holding
the Vikings to only eight
points. This would allow

the Lancers to have a 33 - 19
lead at halftime. In the
third quarter, the Vikings
would give the Lancers a
challenge. As they would go
back in forth, but the
Lancers would be able to
pull just a little farther
ahead. They would hold a
16 point lead, 47-31 after
three quarters. The
Lancers would put up their
biggest quarter of  the
game, to put it away. They
would end up winning by a
final score of  67-42. The
team would have four play-
ers in double figures, as
Senior Jaeger Griswold
would lead with 22 points.
Then Kelan Pletcher would
contribute 17 points, Jacob
Jenuwine would have 14
points and Junior Brayden
Steenwyk with 10 points.

The win moves the team to
12-1 overall and 11-0 in the
Northern Lakes Confer-
ence. The win clinches the
Northern Lakes Confer-
ence Championship out-
right. 

“It was a good team win
tonight with lots of  guys
getting involved.
Jacob(Jenuwine) found his
stride tonight putting up 14
pts and playing a solid de-
fensive game,” said Head
Coach Jarod Steenwyk. 

ELLSWORTH 70, 
HARBOR LIGHT 19

The team would wrap up
the regular season with a
win over Harbor Springs
Harbor Light Christian on
Wednesday, March 17. The

team would end up taking a
70-19 victory, which would
be their 13 on the season. It
was another lopsided vic-
tory, as a majority of  them
have been. The team was
once again led by Griswold
with 20 points. The team
would also have Pletcher
with 16 points, Steenwyk
with 12 points and
Jenuwine with 11 points.
The win moves the team to
13-1 overall and 12-0 in the
NLC. 

The team will await to
see who they will play in
the second round of  the
District tournament on
Thursday, March 25. They
will take on the winner of
the Central Lake and Alba
game, which will be played
on Tuesday.  

Ellsworth wins Northern Lakes
Conference Championship 

BY DOM SANTINA 

The Charlevoix Boys Basket-
ball team would have a busy
schedule to end the season and
look to lock up a conference
championship. The team came
into the week with an 11-1
record and 10-1 record in the
Lake Michigan Conference.
The team would start early in
the week as they would host
Kalkaska on Monday, March
15. 

CHARLEVOIX 61, 
KALKASKA 30

The Rayders would be able to
take control of  the game and
take a commanding lead
throughout the game. The Ray-
ders would be able to take a 61-
30 win over the Blazers. The
team would be led by Senior
Jacob Mueller with 25 points.
The team would also have Jun-
ior Evan Solomon would con-
tribute 10 points as well. The
win for the Rayders moves
them to 12-1 on the season and
11-1 in the LMC. 

CHARLEVOIX 54, 
HARBOR SPRINGS 25

The Rayders would be back
in action on Tuesday, March 16.
The Rayders would continue to
roll as they would jump out a
12-8 lead after the first quarter.
The Rayders would continue to
apply the pressure to the Rams
as they would stretch their lead
to 22-13 at halftime. In the third
quarter, is when the Rayders
would really step up their
game, as they would really put
some separation between the
two of  them. The Rayders
would lead 40-21 after three
quarters. The Rayders would
be able to go deep into the
bench in the fourth quarter, as
they continued to stretch their
lead. The Rayders would win
by a final score of  54-25. The
team would once again be led
by Mueller with 25 points. The

win moves the Rayders to 13-1
on the season and 12-1 in the
LMC. 

CHARLEVOIX 49, 
ELK RAPIDS 45

The Rayders had already se-
cured a share of  the Lake
Michigan Conference with
their win against Harbor
Springs. They could win it out-
right with a win over Elk
Rapids, who sat one game be-
hind them in the standings.
The Rayders would find them-
selves down after the first
quarter, as the Elks would lead
15-13. However, by halftime, the
Rayders would be able to battle
back and tie the game at 24. In
the third quarter, the Elks
would be able to draw the ad-
vantage once again, as they
would lead 37-35. However,
when the game was all said and
done the Rayders would be able
to grab the advantage again
and secure a 49-45 victory. With
the win, the Rayders clinched
the LMC Championship for the
first time since 2011. The team
would be led by Junior Caleb
Stuck with 21 points. While
also having Solomon added 15
points and Mueller contribute
11 points. The win has the Ray-
ders finish the regular season
with a record of  14-1 and 13-1 in
the LMC. 

Coach Matt Stuck said, “It is
a nice accomplishment and
also the first time Charlevoix
has won it since 2011. It is good
to end the drought. The players
have been resilient all season
and continued to find ways to
win close games and that was
no different Friday night
against Elk Rapids. However,
now we have our sights on try-
ing to accomplish one of  our
other goals and that is winning
a district championship.

The Rayders will await the
winner of  the East Jordan and
Harbor Springs game on Tues-
day, March 23 to see who they
will play on Thursday, March
25 in St. Ignace. 

BY: DOM SANTINA 

Last week, the East Jordan
Boys Basketball team got the
words that no one wanted to
hear. They were told that the
team would have to stop their
season due to COVID-19. The
team would have to cancel their
games for the final week of  the
season. Which included a home
game against Traverse City St.
Francis and a trip to rival
Boyne City. The Red Devils
would have to concede a forfeit
for the Boyne City game which
would move them to 5-10 on the
season and 4-9 in the Lake
Michigan Conference. 

I hated losing the games last
week as you never want to take
away a chance to play. As a
school, we decided that it was
not only in our best interest to
not play with kids who aren’t
ready but also at the time we
weren’t sure where contact
tracing and other positive cases
could have put us. We also
didn’t want to put another
team’s chances at a tournament
run in jeopardy,” said Head
Coach Nate Dzwik talking
about the decision to not play
last week. 

However, the Red Devils have
recently got the news they were

hoping to hear, they are cleared
to go for the district tourna-
ment. They will travel to St.
Ignace, the host of  the tourna-
ment for their Tuesday night
matchup against Harbor
Springs. The team has split the
series with Harbor Springs so
far this season. As they lost a
barn burner to begin the sea-
son at home, then they went
and had a comfortable 15 point
victory on the road. 

“We are back for the tourna-
ment at full strength, although
being out of  the gym for 8-10
days and only meeting on zoom
is far from ideal. Although dif-
ferent in timing I think having
gone through this similar situa-
tion of  being out of  the gym for
the week prior to our season
opener. We as coaches hope-
fully learned how to get the
kids ready to play much faster
and hopefully, we can knock all
the rust off today to get ready
for the game.  Our district is so
tough already that we really
just need to go worried about
the things we can control,” Said
Head Coach Nate Dzwik. 

If  the team can get past Har-
bor Springs, they then would
face the number one seed
Charlevoix on Thursday,
March 25. 

Rayders win 
Lake Michigan
Conference
Championship 

After COVID-19 halt,
East Jordan ready for
district tournament 
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BY: DOM SANTINA 

The Ellsworth Girls Bas-
ketball team has turned it on
in the second half  of  the sea-
son. As the team had won five
straight games coming into
the final week before the Dis-
trict tournament. The team
came in with a 7-2 record
overall and a 6-1 record in the
Northern Lakes Conference.
They would also have a
chance to try and take a part
in the conference champi-
onship in the final game of
the season. 

ELLSWORTH 71, 
ALANSON 25

The Lancers would travel
to play Alanson on Wednes-
day, March 17. The Lady
Lancers got off to a fast start
leading 30 – 3 at the end of
the first quarter.  In the sec-
ond quarter, the Lancers
would stretch their lead over
the Vikings, which would
allow the team to deep into
their rotation and get every-
one great playing time. At
halftime, the Lancers would
lead by a score of  52-5. With
the Lancers having a lead of
over 40 points would enact a
running clock that started in
the second quarter and
would continue to the second
half. The Lancers would only
continue to grow their lead in

the third quarter, as they
would hold a 66-16 lead head-
ing to the fourth quarter.
The Lancer would just try to
run out the clock in the
fourth quarter and take a  71
– 25 victory. The win would
move the team to 8-2 on the
season and 7-1 in the confer-
ence. The team would be led
by Senior Alexis Danforth
with 27 points, 14 points.
They would also have Senior
Judy Veldboom add 17 points  

ELLSWORTH 51, H
ARBOR LIGHT 21

The team would then
travel on Thursday, March 18
to play Harbor Springs Har-
bor Light Christian.  The
Lady Lancers took control
early taking on an aggressive
Harbor Light team and led 12
- 0 at the end of  the first quar-
ter. The team would get into
foul trouble in the second
quarter, which would make
them have to change their
game plan. They would still
be able to lead 28-6 at half-
time. In the third quarter, the
offense would pick back up
again and help increase their
lead and pull out to a 43-11
lead after three quarters. The
Lancers would be able to se-
cure a 51-21 victory extending
their winning streak to seven
straight games. The team
would be led by Veldboom

with 18 points and 12 re-
bounds. The team would also
have  Alexis Danforth add 14
points and Senior  Celia
Dhillon chipped in 11 points.
The win moved the team to 9-
2 on the season and 8-1 in the
Northern Lakes Conference. 

ELLSWORTH 30, 
MACKINAW CITY 68

The Girl’s team would have
the opportunity to secure a
share of  the conference
championship with a win
against the Comets. The team
would travel on Saturday,
March 20 to play the Comets
to end the regular season.
The first quarter started with
the aggressive defense on
both sides with minimal scor-
ing for the first minutes.  At
the end of  the first quarter,
the Comets added a couple of
buckets to open up a 17 – 10
lead. The Comets played ag-
gressively in the second quar-
ter, which would give the
Lancers trouble. As they
would turn the ball over 20
times compared to just 11
shots. This would allow the
Comets to take a 37-14 lead to
halftime. In the third quarter,
the Lancers would try to
make some defensive adjust-
ments but the powerful
Comets offensive was not
phased. The deficit would
continue to grow on the
scoreboard for the Lancers as
they would be down 54-23
heading to the fourth quar-
ter. There would be no love
lost for the Comets as they
would stay aggressive in the
fourth quarter and expand
their lead. They would lock
up a 68-30 win and clinch a
perfect record in the confer-
ence and the outright confer-
ence championship. The
Lancers did withstand the
pressure better in the second
half  as they would only turn
the ball over eight times,
however, the Comets still
proved to be too much.  The
Lancers would once again be
led by Veldboom with 17
points. The loss ends a seven-
game win streak and moves
the team to 9-3 on the season
and 8-2 in the conference. 

The team will get a few
days to rest up as they will
get to wait till Wednesday,
March 24 to play Gaylord St.
Mary’s for the District Cham-
pionship. 

Next up for the Lady
Lancers  (9-3, 8 – 2) is a Dis-
trict Championship game
Wednesday, March vs. either
Alba or Gaylord St. Mary’s.
Ellsworth’s original first-
round district opponent Cen-
tral Lake had to forfeit due to
Covid quarantine protocol so
Ellsworth advances to the
district championship game.
The game will be at six o’-
clock in Central Lake. 

Lancers seven game winning streak snapped 

Junior Keira Dulaney pulls up for a jump shot. Photo by Dom Santina Senior Judy Veldbloom shoots a free throw . Photo by Dom Santina

Senior Alexis Danforth looks for a teammate to pass too. Photo by Dom Santina

THE TOP 10 TEAMS IN THE MICHI-
GAN ASSOCIATED PRESS HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL POLL.

DIVISION 1
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. ORCHARD LAKE ST. MARY‚ÄÔS

(5) (10-0) 75
2. ANN ARBOR HURON (14-0) 69
3. DETROIT U-D JESUIT (8-1) 66
4. DETROIT KING (13-2) 59
5. GRAND RAPIDS FOREST HILLS

NORTHERN (12-2) 53
6. GRAND BLANC (8-2) 44
7. HAMTRAMCK (14-2) 43
8. FLINT CARMAN-AINSWORTH

(11-2) 38
9. ZEELAND EAST (16-0) 29
10. WARREN DE LA SALLE (8-3) 26
(TIE) DETROIT CASS TECH (13-1) 26
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: MACOMB DAKOTA 16,
BLOOMFIELD HILLS BROTHER
RICE 12.

DIVISION 2
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. G.R. CATHOLIC CENTRAL (4) (13-

0) 60
2. BENTON HARBOR (13-2) 56
3. G.R.CHRISTIAN (8-2) 51
4. GRAND RAPIDS SOUTH CHRIS-

TIAN (14-2) 44
5. CROSWELL-LEXINGTON (15-1)

43
6. FRANKENMUTH (13-1) 42
7. WILLIAMSTON (9-2) 35
8. FERNDALE (9-4) 31
(TIE) MUSKEGON ORCHARD VIEW

(17-1) 31
10. BATTLE CREEK PENNFIELD (15-

2) 24
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: DETROIT EDISON 17.

DIVISION 3
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. MCBAIN (2) (12-0) 67
2. OSCODA (2) (17-0) 66
3. IRON MOUNTAIN (13-0) 63
4. HANOVER-HORTON (15-1) 58
5. HEMLOCK (15-0) 57
6. FLINT BEECHER (1) (10-1) 54
7. SCHOOLCRAFT (13-1) 52
8. REESE (12-1) 33
9. PEWAMO-WESTPHALIA (10-2) 31

10. CHARLEVOIX (14-1) 27
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: BEAVERTON 25, BARK
RIVER-HARRIS 23.

DIVISION 4
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. SOUTHFIELD CHRISTIAN (4) (10-

1) 74
2. WEBBERVILLE (11-1) 61
3. EWEN-TROUT CREEK (13-2) 57
4. MT. PLEASANT SACRED HEART

(15-1) 54
5. DETROIT DOUGLASS (1) (11-5)

52
6. WYOMING TRI-UNITY CHRISTIAN

(8-2) 51
7. MUNISING (14-1) 37
(TIE) HILLSDALE ACADEMY (13-2)

37
9. CLARKSTON EVEREST CATHOLIC

(13-2) 29
10. DRYDEN (11-2) 28
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: DOLLAR BAY 25, MCBAIN
NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHRIS-
TIAN 19, ELLSWORTH 18, BELLE-
VUE 18, RUDYARD 16.

Associated Press Michigan Prep 
Boys Basketball Poll

THE TOP 10 TEAMS IN THE MICHI-
GAN ASSOCIATED PRESS HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL POLL.

DIVISION 1
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. HARTLAND (5) (15-0) 75
2. EAST LANSING (12-0) 67
3. HUDSONVILLE (16-1) 62
4. SALINE (15-1) 56
5. EAST GRAND RAPIDS (12-2) 55
6. MIDLAND DOW (17-0) 53
7. WEST BLOOMFIELD (10-3) 40
8. BYRON CENTER (12-2) 39
9. MACOMB L‚ÄÔANSE CREUSE

NORTH (15-0) 31
10. EAST KENTWOOD (11-3) 28
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: DETROIT RENAISSANCE
26, KALAMAZOO CENTRAL 26,
FARMINGTON HILLS MERCY 18,
WAYNE MEMORIAL 12.

DIVISION 2
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. DETROIT EDISON(DEPSA) (5) (10-

0) 75
2. GRAND RAPIDS WEST CATHOLIC

(13-0) 69
3. FRANKENMUTH (14-1) 65
(TIE) HARPER WOODS CHANDLER

PARK ACADEMY (14-2) 65
5. BUCHANAN (11-0) 52
6. BAY CITY JOHN GLENN (13-2) 47
7. MONTAGUE (15-0) 41
8. LAKE FENTON (11-1) 36
9. SAULT STE. MARIE (12-1) 32
10. PORTLAND (13-2) 28
(TIE) CADILLAC (12-2) 28
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: CHELSEA 18, NEWAYGO
14.

DIVISION 3
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. GRASS LAKE (4) (13-1) 73
2. YPSILANTI ARBOR PREPARA-

TORY (1) (12-1) 70
3. KENT CITY (15-0) 61
4. MCBAIN (12-0) 58
5. BYRON (15-0) 54
6. ADRIAN LENAWEE CHRISTIAN

(11-3) 50
7. MENOMINEE (11-0) 41
8. GLEN LAKE (15-1) 37
9. ST. CHARLES (17-0) 36

10. REESE (12-1) 23
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: KALAMAZOO HACKETT
CATHOLIC CENTRAL 20, LAKE
CITY 14, CALUMET 14,
ROCHESTER HILLS LUTHERAN
NORTHWEST 14, ERIE-MASON
13.

DIVISION 4
SCHOOL TOTAL POINTS
1. CARNEY-NADEAU (4) (17-0) 74
2. SAGINAW NOUVEL (1) (14-1) 67
3. EWEN-TROUT CREEK (14-1) 61
4. ATHENS (14-1) 57
5. HILLSDALE ACADEMY (12-1) 50
6. KINGSTON (12-1) 45
7. WATERFORD OUR LADY (8-3) 42
8. POSEN (13-1) 35
9. BELLAIRE (12-3) 34
10. FOWLER (9-4) 33
OTHERS RECEIVING 12 OR MORE

VOTES: MACKINAW CITY 18, MT.
PLEASANT SACRED HEART 16,
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY 15.

Associated Press Michigan Prep 
GIRLS Basketball Poll
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W R E S T L I N G

BOYS
BASKETBALL
STANDINGS

BIG NORTH CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
TC Central                          9-0         10-4
Petoskey                            7-2         12-2
Cadillac                              4-5           8-6
TC West                             4-5           5-5
Alpena                                1-7         3-10
Gaylord                               0-6           0-7

LAKE MICHIGAN 
CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Charlevoix                        13-1         14-1
Elk Rapids                        11-3         13-3
St Francis                         10-3         10-5
Boyne City                          9-5           9-7
East Jordan                        4-9         5-10
Harbor Springs                 3-11         4-12
Grayling                            3-11          3-11
Kalkaska                           2-12         2-12

STRAITS AREA CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Rudyard                              7-0         13-2
Cheboygan                         5-3           6-4
St Ignace                            3-5           8-6
Sault                                   2-5         5-10
Newberry                            1-5           7-7

SKI VALLEY CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Mancelona                          8-1         10-4
Gaylord St Mary                 7-1          11-5
Onaway                              6-2          11-3
Joburg-Lewiston                 5-3           8-4
Forest Area                         5-3           6-9
Inland Lakes                       3-5         6-10
Pellston                              2-6          4-11
Bellaire                               1-7         1-12
Central Lake                       0-8         0-12

NORTH STAR LEAGUE-
LITTLE DIPPER
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Posen                                 9-1          11-3
Hale                                    8-1           9-2
Hillman                               6-3         10-7
Au Gres-Sims                     3-7           7-9
Atlanta                                2-8         3-10
Fairview                              1-9         1-10

NORTHERN LAKES 
CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Ellsworth                           12-0         13-1
Mackinaw City                  10-2         12-4
Alanson                              7-5          11-7
Boyne Falls                        6-5           7-5
Wolverine                           4-8           4-8
Alba                                  1-10         2-10
Harbor Lt Chr                    1-11         1-14

GIRLS
BASKETBALL
STANDINGS

BIG NORTH CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Cadillac                              8-1         12-1
TC West                             7-3           8-3
Petoskey                            6-3           9-3
Gaylord                               4-4           5-4
Alpena                                2-8          5-11
TC Central                          1-9         2-14

LAKE MICHIGAN 
CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Elk Rapids                        13-0         14-1
St Francis                         11-2         12-3
Boyne City                        10-4         10-5
Charlevoix                          8-6           9-7
East Jordan                        6-7           6-9
Kalkaska                             4-9           4-9
Harbor Springs                 1-13         1-13
Grayling                            1-13         1-14

STRAITS AREA CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Sault                                   7-0         12-1
St Ignace                            4-3          11-4
Rudyard                              3-4           9-5
Cheboygan                         2-5           5-5
Newberry                            1-5           7-7

SKI VALLEY CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Bellaire                               7-1         12-3
Gaylord St Mary                 7-1         12-3
Joburg-Lewiston                 6-1           9-1
Inland Lakes                       5-3           8-6
Onaway                              5-4           8-8
Central Lake                       2-5           2-5
Mancelona                          2-6           6-9
Forest Area                         2-6         2-12
Pellston                              0-9         2-12

NORTH STAR LEAGUE-
LITTLE DIPPER
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Posen                               10-0         13-1
Hillman                               7-2         10-7
Fairview                              6-4           7-5
Hale                                    4-5           7-7
Atlanta                                1-9          2-11
Au Gres-Sims                     1-9         2-15

NORTHERN LAKES 
CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Mackinaw City                  10-0         16-2
Ellsworth                             8-2           9-3
Harbor Lt Chr                     5-4           6-6
Wolverine                           4-6           5-6
Alanson                              2-8           3-9
Alba                                    0-9          0-11

NORTH STAR LEAGUE-
BIG DIPPER
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Oscoda                               8-0         17-1
Alcona                                6-2         10-4
Rogers City                        4-4          5-11
Mio                                     2-6         5-10
W-P                                    0-8           4-9

HOCKEY
CONFERENCE
STANDINGS

BIG NORTH CONFERENCE
Team                                Conf           Ovr
TC Central                          8-0         13-2
Gaylord                           3-2-1        5-4-2
Petoskey                            3-3           9-7
TC West                          3-4-2        9-6-2
Alpena                             3-6-1      5-11-1
Cadillac                              1-6           3-9
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The MHSAA has confirmed
sites for its indoor winter
sports championship
rounds, including an adjust-
ment for the Individual
Wrestling Finals that will
allow more fans to attend
that event after an increase
in spectator limits was put
into effect March 5 by the
Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS).

The Individual Wrestling Fi-
nals previously were an-
nounced to be competed in
full at Wings Event Center
in Kalamazoo. However, a
change moving two divi-
sions to Van Andel Arena in
Grand Rapids will allow for
more fans, primarily imme-
diate family, to attend. Pre-
viously, wrestlers were to be
limited to one spectator per
participant. With multiple
sites, wrestlers will be al-
lowed multiple spectators
each

Similarly, Van Andel and
the Breslin Center in East
Lansing will host additional
events to allow more fans to
attend championship
rounds in competitive cheer
and girls and boys basket-

ball. Both facilities have ca-
pacities of  more than 10,000
spectators and may host up
to 750, per MDHHS guide-
lines.

The Competitive Cheer Fi-
nals will move to Breslin
Center to allow more fans to
attend, compared to other
venues that were being con-
sidered. Semifinals in girls
and boys basketball will be
split by divisions between
Breslin Center and Van
Andel Arena, in part to pro-
vide for greater attendance
and also to keep those
rounds scheduled to just
two locations instead of
spreading games across a
number of  others.

The following are sites and
schedules for Finals week-
ends for the remaining
MHSAA Tournaments this
winter, with further updates
to be posted to the MHSAA
Website
(https://www.mhsaa.com):

GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Where: Division 1 and 3
Semifinals at Breslin Center
in East Lansing. Division 2
and 4 Semifinals at Van
Andel Arena in Grand

Rapids. All four Finals will
be played at Breslin Center. 

When: Semifinals are April
7, with Divisions 3 and 4 be-
ginning at 10 a.m. at their
respective sites, followed by
Divisions 1 and 2 at 3:30 p.m.
Finals on April 9 will be
played at 10 a.m. (D4), 12:30
p.m. (D1), 3 p.m. (D3) and
5:30 p.m. (D2).

BOYS BASKETBALL 
Where: Division 1 and 3
Semifinals at Breslin Center
in East Lansing. Division 2
and 4 Semifinals at Van
Andel Arena in Grand
Rapids. All four Finals will
be played at Breslin Center. 

When: Semifinals are April
8, with Divisions 3 and 4 be-
ginning at 10 a.m. at their
respective sites, followed by
Divisions 1 and 2 at 3:30 p.m.
Finals on April 10 will be
played at 10 a.m. (D4), 12:30
p.m. (D1), 3 p.m. (D3) and
5:30 p.m. (D2).

GIRLS & BOYS BOWLING 
Where: Division 1 at Thun-
derbowl Lanes in Allen
Park, Division 2 at Century
Bowl in Waterford, Division

3 at Jax 60 in Jackson and
Division 4 at Super Bowl in
Canton. 

When: Team Finals are Fri-
day, March 26, and Singles
Finals are March 27. Both
events begin at 8 a.m.

COMPETITIVE CHEER 
Where: Breslin Center, East
Lansing 

When: Friday, March 26 –
Division 3 at 10 a.m., Divi-
sion 1 at 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 27 – Division 2 at 10
a.m., Division 4 at 3 p.m.

ICE HOCKEY 
Where: USA Hockey Arena 

When: Semifinals on Thurs-
day, March 25, for Division 2
beginning at 4:30 p.m., and
March 26 for Divisions 1 and
3 with first games for those
divisions beginning at 10
a.m. and 1:30 p.m., respec-
tively. All three Finals will
be played March 27, at 11
a.m. (D2), 3 p.m. (D3) and 7
p.m. (D1).

BOYS SWIMMING & DIVING
– LOWER PENINSULA 
Where: Division 1 at Hud-

sonville High School, Divi-
sion 2 at Jenison High
School, Division 3 at Hamil-
ton High School (diving)
and Holland Aquatic Center
(swimming). 

When: Diving on Friday,
March 26, and all swimming
Finals are March 27. Start
times are being determined.

WRESTLING – TEAM 
Where: Wings Event Center
in Kalamazoo, Divisions 2
and 4 in the Arena and Divi-
sions 1 and 3 in the Valley
for pre-Finals rounds. All
Finals in the Arena. 

When: March 30. Quarterfi-
nals will be followed by
Semifinals and Finals, with
start times to be deter-
mined.

WRESTLING – INDIVIDUAL 
Where: Divisions 1 and 3 at
Wings Event Center in Kala-
mazoo. Divisions 2 and 4 at
Van Andel Arena in Grand
Rapids. 

When: Divisions 2 and 3 on
Friday, April 2. Divisions 1
and 4 on Saturday, April 3.
Starts times are being deter-
mined.

locations and times set for State Championships for Michigan high School Winter Sports

The Boyne City Ramblers
girls basketball team looks to
have a bright future. The Var-
sity girls basketball team has
been a winning streak late in
the season as Coach Adam Ste-
fanski has the girls playing bet-
ter together every game.
However, the winning looks like
it will continue the next few
years. This year’s Junior Var-
sity team went undefeated. 

The JV team this year went
14-0 and ran the table in the
Lake Michigan Conference,
which also included a double
digit victory over Petoskey in
non-league play. This was also
Coach Day’s second undefeated
season in a three year span
since joining the girls basket-
ball program, prior to many
years with the boys program.

Coach Chuck Day said, ‘This
is a  group of  players that are
fun to be around, practice and
games. Their main strength as a
group is that they are all very
competitive, intelligent and
tough. They are friends, so they
like to be around each other and
they want each other to be suc-
cessful, they cheer each other
on. We were very balanced as
all games had at least 8 players
scoring, and half  of  our games
had at least 10 players scor-
ing. They are a good group. I
hope they stay with it.”

JV Girls Basketball
1         Elly Day                               10
2         Brook Williams                 10
5         Rachel Clausen                 10
10       Ava Maginity                     10
12       Maddie Smith                    10
15       Sam Burke                          10
21       Braylyn Rincon                 10
24       Gabby Dunlap                     9
25       Jordynn Sudderth            10
30       Mya Pofahl                         10
32       Lily Scherbing                   10
35       Maggi McHugh                 10
40       Sora Ostrander                 10
Coach:  Chuck Day 

Boyne City JV team has undefeated seasonLancers seven game winning streak snapped 

Boyne City’s own Lydia
Krauss competed in the
Girls state tournament, held
at Michigan Revolution in
Highland, MI., on Sunday
March 22nd. She had a great

day, taking home 3rd place
in the 145 lb. weight class. 

On the day she started
with the #1 seed. After re-
ceiving byes straight to the
quarterfinals, she started

with a 2nd period win over
Isabella Awishes of  Airport,
before taking a hard loss in
the semifinal against
Amarisa Manuel of  Romeo
9-5. Then she fought back

and took a 2nd period pin
against Teairah Elsemann
of  Saine, before finishing off
her day with another 3rd pe-
riod pin against Brooklyn
Figueroa of  Monroe in the

3rd place match.  
Great job Lydia!!

lydia Krauss takes 3rd in State Tournament
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have won 9 out 
of last 10 
BY: DOM SANTINA 

The Boyne City Girls bas-
ketball team would look to
continue the role they have
been in since the mid-point of

the season. The team had
won three straight games
coming in and seven of  the
last eight games. The team
would start with a home
game against Grayling on
Tuesday, March 16. 

BOYNE CITY 55, 
GRAYLING 13

The Ramblers would get off

to a good start on both ends
of  the floor. The team would
jump out to a 14-4 lead after
the first quarter. After a sea-
son of  struggling to finish at
the basket, the Ramblers
found a ton of  offense in the
first half. They would lead at
halftime, 30-9. In the third
quarter, the offense would
cool off a little bit, as they
would only score seven
points. However, they would

not allow a point as well. The
Ramblers would hold a 37-10
lead at the end of  three quar-
ters. The team would have a
big fourth quarter to secure a
55-13 win. The team would be
led by Jordan Noble with 13
points. The win moves the
team to 9-5 on the season and
9-4 in the Lake Michigan Con-
ference. 

BOYNE CITY VS.
EAST JORDAN - FORFEIT

The Girls team was sup-
posed to end the season with
a home game against East
Jordan on Friday, March 19.
It would have been Senior
Night for the Ramblers, how-
ever, the Red Devils would
have to forfeit due to COVID-
19 concerns. The Ramblers

would pick up a 1-0 year and
finish the regular season with
a 10-5 record. While finishing
10-4 in the LMC, which is
good enough for third place
in the conference. 

The team will play Cheboy-
gan in the second round of
the District tournament.
Their game will be at seven
o’clock in Cheboygan on
Wednesday, March 24. 

BY: DOM SANTINA 

The East Jordan Girls Bas-
ketball has at times struggled
this season and has had some
good success this season. The
team came in last week with
a record of  6-7. They were
scheduled to play Traverse
City St. Francis on Tuesday,
March 16. 

As in line with the Boys
Basketball team, the Girls
Basketball would have their
season come to a halt as well.
They would have the game
against Traverse City St.
Francis canceled. The team
would have to end up forfeit-
ing the game against Boyne
City by a final score of  1-0.
The loss would move the
team to 6-8 on the season and
6-7 in the Lake Michigan Con-
ference. 

However, the team would
get good news over the week-
end. As they would get
granted access to go play
their first-round game of  the
district tournament against
Charlevoix. The team would

have a rough round though
and would drop the matchup
by a final score of  56-21. The
loss puts an end to the Red
Devils season as they will fin-

ish with an overall record of
6-9. The team will only have
one Senior Emily Zmikly who
will be leaving the program. 

Red Devils basketball season
comes to an end with
Charlevoix loss in Districts

Ramblers end regular season with 5 game win streak

Dowker’s 
Meat Market & Deli

“See Les for the Best”

Owners: Les and Flo Dowker NOW ACCEPT
EBT CARDS

Tuesday – Saturday: 7am – 5pm
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

Credit Cards Welcome

Dowker’s Semi-Boneless Ham ..............
$3.99 lb.

Boneless Pitt Ham .....................................................
$6.99 lb.

Whole or Half Classics .......................................
$3.89 lb.

Nugget Ham  2 lb. to 3 lb. avg ......................................
$6.59 lb.

Dearborn Half Spiral Ham   ........................... $6.39 lb.
8 lb. to 11 lb. avg

Dowker’s Fresh Polish Sausage .........
$5.49 lb. 

5 lbs. of more $4.99 lb.

Dearborn Pierogis ..................................................
$4.99 pkg.

ORDER NOW FOR EASTER
EASTER IS SUNDAY, APRIL 4TH

2261 S. Otsego Ave.
Gaylord, MI 49735

989-732-7575

GONE TO A FAMILY WEDDING, STORE WILL RE-OPEN MARCH 23RD

• Dearborn Hams
• Smoked Picnics
• Dowker’s Smoked 
 Polish Sausage
• Dowker’s Homemade Kiszka
• City Chicken
• Mock Chicken

• LAMB
 Legs, Racks, Chops, Shanks 
 Ground Lamb available
• Lamb Butters
• Ducks & Rabbits
• Prime Rib
 Bone-in or Boneless
• Beet & White Horseradish

East Jordan Junior Micah Heise looks to pass the ball during a game earlier
this year.  Photo by Dom Santina

BY KAREN CLEVELAND
AND CODY NORTON
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

You may have read the
stories on Facebook or on
other social media platforms.

Tantalizing and captivating
claims from across Michigan:
cougars seen wandering
backyards in the suburbs
around Detroit, black pan-
thers skulking through farm
fields and attacks all over the
state on pets and livestock.

But what’s the truth about
mountain lions in Michigan?

How many are there?
Where are they? And how
worried should we be?

Cougars, also called moun-
tain lions or pumas, are na-
tive to Michigan and would
have been found here prior to
European colonization of  the
region. Early European set-
tlers, however, saw the cat as
a threat to them and their
livestock, as well as a com-
petitor for venison and other
wild game.

Consequently, by the late
1800s, cougars were almost
eliminated from the eastern
United States, driven by these
fears. Wholesale logging of
the forests the cougars called
home also played a role, as
waves of  settlement con-
verted much of  the state to
farmland.

Many states and the federal
government created bounties,
money paid to people to kill
cougars and other predators,
with the goal of  erasing them
from the landscape. These ef-
forts worked so well that
cougars were eliminated
from Michigan by the early
20th century.

While memories of  these
big cats persisted in commu-
nities across the state, trying
to find physical evidence to
support reported sightings
proved to be a bit like chasing
a ghost.

When evidence was col-
lected at the scene of  a re-
ported cougar sighting, like
photographs, the culprit was
often found to be something
other than a mountain lion.

These would-be cougars
were actually animals as
mundane as a large housecat
seen from an angle that made
it appear much larger or as
unusual and exotic as an es-
caped pet serval – a large wild
cat from Africa that’s defi-
nitely not legal to keep as a
pet in Michigan.

As reported sightings be-
came more common, the
Michigan Department of  Nat-
ural Resources created a
“cougar team” in 2008 to re-
view reports of  cougars and
to try to verify them.

Brian Roell, a DNR wildlife
biologist at Marquette, takes
the mission of  the cougar
team very seriously.

“The team is made up of
wildlife biologists for the
DNR who have received spe-
cialized training in how to
identify cougars from photos,
as well as from tracks, scat
and other physical evidence
they may leave behind,” Roell
said. “It’s important that
we’re able to identify these
animals correctly, not just for
conservation purposes but
also so that residents can be
informed about the wildlife
living around them and take
commonsense precautions.”

Over the 13 years since the
formation of  the cougar
team, its members have met
weekly to review reports with
supporting evidence submit-
ted to the DNR.

If  the evidence appears to
have come from a cougar,
DNR staffers will follow up
with a site visit. This helps
the biologists verify that pho-
tos haven’t been faked or re-
ported from false locations.
The visits also let the biolo-
gists measure trees and other
objects to help estimate the
size of  animals in photos sub-
mitted with reports.

Sometimes, the team mem-
bers even use a life-sized,
cardboard cougar silhouette
to try to recreate the photo to
help arrive at a correct iden-
tification.

So far, their hard work has
verified 65 cougar reports in
Michigan.

“We don’t think these are
all different cougars,” Roell
said. “Many of  these reports
include photos from trail
cameras, and it’s very likely
that the same cat is being
spotted in different places as
it moves through the forest.”

What does this tell us about
how many cougars are in
Michigan?

“There’s no evidence of  a
breeding population here – no
signs of  kittens in any veri-
fied report, and all of  the ani-
mals where we’ve been able
to determine their sex have
been male,” said Kristie Sitar,
DNR wildlife biologist at
Newberry.

Sitar said some DNA stud-
ies have been conducted on
the cougars found here, using
evidence collected from veri-
fied reports or a cougar
poached in Schoolcraft
County several years ago.

This testing has shown the

animals being reported in
Michigan have traced back to
a population found in South
Dakota, Wyoming and Ne-
braska.

“These are likely young
male cougars looking for
areas far from home where
they can find mates and es-
tablish their own territories,
and they just keep moving
when they don’t find any fe-
male cougars,” Sitar said.

Should you be worried
about seeing a mountain lion
near your home?

All but one of  the verified
cougar sightings the team
has reviewed have been from
the Upper Peninsula.
Chances of  seeing one in the
Lower Peninsula are ex-
tremely low.

Like with most wildlife,
there are some simple pre-
ventative steps you can take
to make your home less at-
tractive to cougars.

Remove sources of  food,
shelter and safety. For
cougars, this means not let-
ting pets roam outside alone,
providing shelter for live-
stock, not feeding wildlife, re-
moving landscaping that
provides shrubby cover for
animals to hide in near build-
ings and installing outside
lighting with motion detec-
tors.

If  you encounter a cougar
when you’re outdoors, your
best bet is to try to appear too
dangerous to tangle with:
don’t turn your back on the
animal, look as large as you
can by standing tall and wav-
ing your arms, and talk
loudly.

Never run from a cougar,
though you can move away
slowly. If  you are attacked,
fight back and never play
dead. Remember that the
likelihood that you’ll ever see
a cougar in Michigan is ex-
tremely low, and the likeli-
hood of  an attack is even
lower.

“These cats are very rare
in Michigan,” said Pete Kail-
ing, a DNR wildlife biologist
in Paris. “Much of  the data
we’ve been able to gather so
far is thanks to the willing-
ness of  Michiganders to
share their photos and other
evidence with us.”

If  you’re interested in
learning more about cougars
in Michigan, Kailing suggests
starting at
Michigan.gov/Cougars,
where you can find tips on
how to tell if  the animal
you’ve seen is a cougar, how
to report a cougar sighting
and the current status on
where cougars have been
confirmed in Michigan.

The search for
Michigan’s ghost cat

Cody Norton, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ large carnivore spe-
cialist, handles a cougar as part of training the DNR cougar team received on how
to tranquilize and handle cougars. (courtesy of DNR)

A cougar in Idaho has a radio collar
attached for research purposes during
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources’ cougar team’s training. A
cougar’s paw leaves a track that
measures 3-4 inches across. (cour-
tesy of DNR)
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W R E S T L I N G

BY TODD VANSICKLE

Boyne City will send five
wrestlers to regionals after
they qualified for the tour-
nament on Saturday during
the Michigan High School
Athletics Association’s 17-3
Individual Wrestling Dis-
tricts in Grayling.

Jordan McBee, Tim Bow-
man, Max Matthews, Jacob
Bush and Gavin Hernandez
will all represent Boyne at
the regional tournament
this Saturday in Grayling.

McBee, a junior at Boyne
City High School, wrestles in
the 130 division. He won his
class after pinning Spencer
Vanderzwaag of  Hart in 3:21
minutes.

After the win he was con-
gratulated with hugs from
his coach and teammates. He
then ran over to the bleach-
ers where he hugged his fa-
ther.  

“I came into it as the num-
ber one seed,” McBee said.
“I won it last year at 130. I
just wrestled hard all day. It
was all building up for the
last match of  the day. It was
all guts and glory. I went out
there to make my dad proud.
He is like my best friend. I
love this sport.”

McBee had a first round
bye, but went on to pin three
consecutive opponents on
his road to the finals. 

The tournament featured
13 teams in 14 weight
classes. 

The teams included Ben-
zie Central, Boyne City,
Cheboygan, Gladstone,
Grayling, Hart, Kalkaska,
Kingsford, Kingsley, Manis-
tee, Menominee,
Negaunee and Reed City.

Matthews, a Boyne senior,
took third place in the 152-
pound class.

After the semi-final match
he said a little luck played
into the win against Kalka-
ska’s Justin Harlan.

“He had a strong head and
was quick to his hands and
feet,” Matthew said. “I was
being methodical trying to
read his movements. He
rolled and then I rolled and I
stuck him. You could call it
luck.”

His strategy going into the
finals was “not to worry
much.”

“I try to keep a cool head,”

Matthews said. “I don’t even
like to know who my oppo-
nents are.”

The last time Matthews
competed at regionals was
his sophomore year. He beat
his first opponent, but lost
his next matches. He didn’t
advance to the next round.

Last year, Boyne’s Bow-
man competed at regionals,
but lost both of  his opening
matches and did not ad-
vance. He hopes things will
be different this year.

“I don’t want to sound too
prideful, but I think I am one
of  the better kids on my
team. I want to be a good
role model for the rest of  my
teammates,” Bowman said.
“I think it is important that I

wrestle well so I can set a
good example for our team.”

Bowman took third place
at this year’s district in the
119-pound class against Reed
City. He won on a technical
fall. 

In the 285-pound class,
Boyne senior Hernandez
took third place. He has
wrestled for the past three
years, but competed for
Kalkaska last season. 

“I moved back to my
hometown of  Boyne,” Her-
nandez said. “It is a bigger
school and better wrestling.
It is a little awkward to see
my former teammates, but
we are still buddies.”

However, he didn’t have to
worry about competing

against his
former teammates, because
Kalkaska no longer has a
heavy weight wrestler.

“I was their heavy
weight,” Hernandez said. 

His first match was
against Devihn Wichlacz of
Cheboygan. He won with a
pin in 1:29 minutes. He faced
Wichlacz earlier in the week
at a different competition. 

“It was one of  my harder
matches. I was having a bad
day,” Hernandez said. “I
wasn’t real comfortable with
the win.”

He adjusted for districts
by eating better and having
a better mindset. His district
rematch against Wichlacz
went a lot better, he said. 

He lost his second match
to Hart in a 6-4 decision, but
won his next two matches in-
cluding a pin in the final to
take third place. 

Bush took third place in
the 171-weight class to
punch his ticket for region-
als.

“We have had a pretty de-
cent day,” Boyne coach
Justin Perkins said. 

Boyne had nine wrestlers
at individual districts and
five qualified for regionals. 

Boyne finished the season
at 18-8 and won the team dis-
trict.

“As a team we actually
been really good this year,”
said Perkins, who is in his
first year as head coach. “We

have exceeded a lot of  expec-
tations and accomplished a
lot. We have gotten a lot
more aggressive and wres-
tled better than teams in the
past.”

The coach said Boyne has-
n’t had much luck at region-
als, but is hoping that will
change this year.

“I think we have a real
good shot at it,” Perkins
said. “We have at least two
or three kids on our team.”  

Five Boyne wrestlers ramble on to regionals

Boyne’s Jordan McBee pins Hart’s Spencer Vanderzwaag for the 130-pound class title. (Photo: Todd
VanSickle)

Boyne’s Max Matthews holds tight onto his opponent. (Photo: Todd VanSickle)

Boyne’s Jordan McBee receives a hug from his coach Justin Perkins after he won his final match
at districts in Grayling. (Photo: Todd VanSickle)

Gavin Hernandez took third place in the 285-pound class. (Photo: Todd VanSickle)

Ramblers end regular season with 5 game win streak
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4 WHEEL DRIVE
1984 Ford Bronco XLT. Full size,
moonroof, 4x4. Sale Price $4,995.
Cash. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing.
989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. www.rivertownautosales.com.
Need a car a day or a week. We
rent vehicles.
2000 Chevy Suburban 2500 LT. 4x4,
tow pkg, 3rd row seat. Sale Price
$2,999. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. www.rivertownautosales.com.
Need a car a day or a week. We
rent vehicles.
2006 Hummer H-3. 4x4, leather,
moonroof. Sale Price $11,495. As
low as $249 a month. Rivertown
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need

a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2007 GMC Yukon. 4x4, leather, tow
pkg. Sale Price $7,995. As low as
$225 a month. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2016 Ford F-150 XL. 4x4, long bed,
ext. cab, spray in bedliner, seats 6,
tow pkg. Sale Price $19,995. As low
as $379 a month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2018 Ram Big Horn. Quad cab, 4x4,
tow pkg, 5.7L Hemi. Loaded. $27,595.
As low as $449 a month. Rivertown
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,

Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.

ADVICE FROM GOD
If my people who belong to me will
humbly pray, seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, forgive their sin,
and heal their land. __2 Chronicles_
_7:14_ _CEB__

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LOWEST COST IN MICHIGAN! CLAS-
SIFIED ADS ARE JUST $2 for a 8-
word ad in the Weekly Choice,
Charlevoix County News or Michigan
MoneySaver. The area’s widest dis-
tribution paper and the lowest cost
for advertising. E-mail your ad to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com or call

989-732-8160. The Weekly Choice
is distributed weekly from Mackinaw
City to Grayling. 11 zones of the
Michigan MoneySaver distributed
from Traverse City to Tawas City.
Northern Michigan’s best choice for
buying and selling.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
CAST IRON plow, 75 years old, $175.
Text 231-340-9863
Oak Antique Craftsman One Drawer
Desk Top File Cabinet. 14.5 wide,
24.5 deep, 13 high. $250 each. 6
available. Call 989-350-9235. Gay-
lord
Vintage EDISON Diamond Disc Vic-
trola Phonograph. Hand crank power.
$175. Gaylord. 989-350-9235

AUCTIONS
Home Depot New! Overstocks, re-

turns, scratch & dents New, brand
name plumbing fixtures, flooring,
tile, heaters, furniture, king mattress
& much more! Bid March 25-30,
2021 www.narhiauctions.com  Byron
MI. 810-266-6474
Matthews Live Farm Auction Sat.
March 27 at 10AM. This Good Live
Sale Features: (4) Tractors, skid steer
loader, like new hay equip, tillage
equip., 30’ gooseneck trailer, grain
bins, cattle equip., shop tools,
firearms, household & collectibles.
Located: 4451 Chappel Dam Rd.,
Gladwin. Greg & Carolyn Matthews,
Owners. John Peck, Auctioneers (989)
426-8061. To view a complete de-
tailed listing with hundreds of photo’s
visit johnpeckauctions.com
WANTED:  Collectors, Re-sellers, Bar-
gain Hunters NOTICE: Weekly Online
estate sales & collector auctions.
Full homes, themed collections, com-
mercial. Local pickup or Worldwide
Shipping. Check out our Current &
Upcoming Auctions: EstateAuction-
Experts.com
Weekly Online Auctions - Firearms,
Sporting Goods, Tools, Lawn & Gar-
den, Antiques & Collectibles. Go to:
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com for
details. Contact Auctioneer Joe Sher-
wood for your Live on-site Auction
Needs. 989-763-7157.

AUTOMOBILES
1989 Ford Probe. Trade. Limo, for
trade. 231-340-9863
1991 TOYOTA COROLLA LE. 4 door,
California car, 245 K miles, $2,300
obo. Cheboygan. 925-586-5976
2003 Honda Accord. 120K, 5 speed.
Sale Price $3,900. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2004 Lincoln Town Car. Presidential
Town Sedan. Florida car, vinyl roof,
leather seats. Sale Price $5,999. As
low as $219 a month. Rivertown
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2005 FORD MUSTANG Fastback.
Beautiful car. 191K, leather seats, 6
cyl, good tires, 5 speed, new JVC
stereo with bluetooth, 2 door, cruise,
power windows and locks, tinted
windows, traction control, rear spoil-
er. $6.600. Gaylord. Call or text 989-
350-9235
2005 FORD MUSTANG Fastback.
Beautiful car. 191K, leather seats, 6
cyl, good tires, 5 speed, new JVC
stereo with bluetooth, 2 door, cruise,
power windows and locks, tinted
windows, traction control, rear spoil-
er. $6.600. Gaylord. Call or text 989-
350-9235
2009 Buick LaCrosse CX. Nice, 122
K miles. Sale Price $6,495. As low as
$219 a month. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2009 Ford Fusion. Only 92 K miles.
Sale Price $5,995. As low as $199 a
month with $999 down. Rivertown

Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2010 Dodge Charger SXT. 160 K
miles. Sale Price $5,500. Rivertown
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2012 Mini Cooper. Leather, only 79
K miles. Sale Price $8,995. As low as
$219 a month Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2018 Toyota Camry. Only 43 K miles.
Nice. Sale Price $22.995. As low as
$389 a month. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.

BOATS & MARINE
14 foot Jon Boat, excellent condition,
$300. 231-882-0440
2020 YAMAHA Short shaft, 4HP,
never in the water, $1,500. 231-882-
0440

BUILDING MATERIALS
METAL ROOFING regular and shingle
style, half off on special colors. Also,
lifetime asphalt shingles available.
Licensed and insured builders. Quality
work for 40 years. 517-575-3695.

CLASSIC AUTOS
1993 CAMARO Z-28 Indy Pace Car.
5,948 miles. $20,900. OBO. 231-
622-1553
CASH FOR pre-1970 vehicles. Michel’s
Collision & Restoration 231-622-
1553

FIREWOOD & WOODSTOVES
HearthStone wood stove, $850. Call
989-737-3337.

FREE ITEMS
HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE AWAY?
Free items classified ads run free of
charge in the Weekly Choice,
Charlevoix County News and the
Michigan MoneySaver. Call 989-732-
8160 or e-mail your ad to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com.

FURNITURE
Adjustable Bed Brand New with Im-
comfort gel memory foam mattress.
Retail Cost $3,995, sacrifice for $875.
Call for showing or delivery 989-
615-2951.

GUNS
410 SINGLE SHOT , $160. 231-882-
0440
BOND 9mm over and under revolver.
New in the box. $380. 231-882-0440
ST. IGNACE GUN & KNIFE Show, Ke-
wadin Casino, April 10 and 11. Sat-
urday 9-5, Sunday 9-3. .22 rifle door
prize. J&J Sport Shows. 800-968-
5016
STEVENS single shot, hammerless,
20 gauge, $180. 231-882-0440

Run for
As Low As Delivered throughout

Charlevoix County Each Week!
$200

CALL: 989.732.8160 EMAIL: office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com ORDER ONLINE: www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com

BY JIM AKANS

This week’s feature listing is a com-
mercial building, which was formerly a
convenience store, in a prime spot in the
charming village of  Elmira.

This commercial building was the for-
mer location of  Pat & Buds convenience
store which was a “must-stop” destina-
tion for many years with a variety of

items, a deli and a pizzeria for local
shoppers as well as out of  town visitors.
Featuring approximately 3,124 square
feet of  space, parking in front and on the
side of  the building, plus a heart of
downtown Elmira location, the business
opportunities for the property are virtu-
ally endless. 

Recent upgrades to the property in-
clude a new well and septic system.  This
is an excellent opportunity for creating a

new business or for those looking to ex-
pand.

This commercial building is located at
8869 West M-32 in Elimra is listed at just
$109,900. For additional information or
to arrange for a tour, please call Mike
Stark or Holly Stark, Associate Brokers,
at EXP Realty – 109 Mill Street, East Jor-
dan, at 231-536-7700 or email HollysUp-
North@gmail.com

Real Estate Feature Property

This is the best time to buy a home.
Home prices are more affordable than
they’ve been in decades and mortgage
rates are at all time lows. Even if  you
were able to qualify 3 years ago, and
even if  your credit score has not
changed, you may not be able to qualify
today. There are 2 main reasons why
people are not able to buy a home, but
there is also hope and the American
dream of  home ownership might still
be within your reach.

You may be one of  millions of  people
who have recently been turned down
for a home loan by the bank. One of  the
most common reasons good people get
turned down for a loan is because they
have less than perfect credit. 

1. Less Than Perfect Credit. If  you
notice, I didn’t say “bad credit.” A few
years ago, banks were lending to every-
one who wanted a loan. Banks were

lending to people who had credit scores
in the mid 500s just a short while ago.
Just recently it was announced that the
minimum credit score, yes the mini-
mum for a FHA backed mortgage is 640.
But, even if  you have a score in the mid
to high 600s, you may still be required
to put down a hefty down payment. A
score of  720 or higher is considered
good credit, and is what’s required for a
low-down payment loan today. 

There are many reasons that credit
scores can become less than perfect.
Maybe you have had a bad event in
your life such as a medical emergency
or a divorce. These events may be un-
avoidable, but wreak havoc on a credit
score. Maybe you pay your bills on
time, but you have had to run up the
balances on some credit cards so the
bank runs its formula and tells you
that your debt to income ratio is too

high. Maybe you were a victim of  the
economic recession and lost your job,
but you’ve been diligent and found a
new job, but because of  being out of
work you missed some payments on
some of  your accounts. The banks don’t
look at your situation and give you a
break, they run your credit through
their automated system and if  the re-
sult comes back less than perfect, you
don’t qualify. 

2. Not Enough Cash. Even if  you do
have perfect credit, 100% loans are hard
to come by today. You see, banks got
into a lot of  trouble with the easy lend-
ing standards of  the past by loaning too
much money on houses. Banks used to
loan 90%, 95%, 100% and even more of
the value of  the home that secured the
mortgage, and then when the economy
turned and people had trouble making
their payments, the banks had to take
big losses on these loans. Lending stan-
dards have changed, the pendulum has
swung far back the other way and
banks are more heavily regulated than
ever before. If  you do not have an extra
5 to 10 grand burning a hole in your
pocket and a credit score in the mid
700s, you’re going to be hard pressed to
qualify for an average, modest home for
your family.

You see, no one teaches us this credit
game in school, but it is something that
affects our entire lives. It is like coming
onto the field in the middle of  a football
game without knowing the rules. It is
impossible to win a game you don’t
know how to play. Once you know the
rules, however, you can not only com-
pete, but you can win! 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
HOLLY STARK
EXP REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL BUILDING FANTASTIC 
ELMIRA LOCATION

2 MOST COMMON PROBLEMS 
KEEPING YOU FROM BUYING A HOME

REAL ESTATE CORNER

Charlevoix County Commissioners
Synopsis  ~ March 10, 2021

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
EAST JORDAN CITY COMMISSION

The East Jordan City Commission met March 16, 2021
at 7:00 p.m.; Mayor Penzien presiding with all members
and all Board meeting minutes were approved as well
as the Paid Bills in the amount of $94,300.30.

Further Commission Action: Acknowledged Receipt of
the Monthly Zoning Activity Report for February 2021;
approved revised Administrative Policy #144: Capital
Asset Policy; approved Joining Jordan Pay Application
#8 in the amount of $20,821.50; and approved Final Pay
application for Water Storage Tank in the amount of
$30,511.11.
Copies of the minutes of the above meeting are posted
in City Hall for review during normal office hours.

Cheltzi M. Wilson, MMC
City Clerk
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HAY & STRAW
2nd cutting grass hay $5/bale. No
rain or spray. Gaylord pickup. 989-
858-0136

HEALTH
Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or Mobility
issues on the stairs? Stop struggling.
Give your life a lift! An Acorn Stairlift
is a perfect solution! A BBB Rating.
Call now for $250 off your purchase.
Free DVD & brochure. 855-280-6240
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Cover-
age for (350+) procedures. Real den-
tal insurance -Not just a discount
plan. (Don’t wait) Call now! Get your
free Dental Information Kit with all
the details. 877-253-3162 www.den-
tal50plus.com/55 #6258
Having men’s health issues? Thanks
to science, ED can be optional. Try
HIMS. Connect with a medical pro-
fessional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is delivered
to your door. Free online visit
http://himsnow.com/mich
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS. 50 Generic
Pills, Special $99. Free shipping.
100% guaranteed. 24/7 Call now.
888-835-7273. Hablamos Espanol

HELP WANTED
4 SALES POSITIONS OPEN.
CHARLEVOIX COUNTY, WEST
BRANCH, BENZONIA and PETOSKEY.
Independent contractor position
earns 20% commission. If you are
self motivated to get moving and
get in front of local businesses you
can make a ton of money. Most of
our salespeople work from home
and service the businesses close to
home. Businesses love the results
they get from advertising in the
Michigan MoneySaver, Weekly
Choice, Charlevoix County News and
our 13 weekly papers. Our family
owned business if based in Gaylord,
Michigan but we distribute our week-
ly papers in 100 towns in 19 counties
in Northern Michigan. I need great
salespeople in various areas in North-
ern Michigan. Send your resume to
Dave Baragrey 1. E-mail to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com
ATTENTION EMPLOYERS. Reach
across the state with a Michigan
MegaMarket Statewide Classified
Network EMPLOYMENT classified
ad. Reach 1.9 Million households
within highly-read, local home-de-
livered newspapers and shopping
guides each week! A 25-word ad is
just $249.00, $10 for additional
words per-week! Buy 3 ads, receive
each 4th ad FREE! Call 989-732-
8160 today!
Boyne City Public Schools has an
opening for a full-time High School
Special Education Teacher. For de-
tails go to http://boynecity.cyber-
school.com/custom/jobs.html. 
Boyne City Public Schools has an
opening for a full-time middle school
Building Secretary. Go to
http://boynecity.cyberschool.com/cu
stom/jobs.html for details. 
EXP’D TANKER DRIVERS *$5,000
SIGN-ON BONUS  Local/Regional/OTR
(NonHaz) H/D/V Ins  401K w/Match.
A.M. Express Inc.  906-212-5166  Ap-
ply online www.amexpressinc.com
(*new drivers)
FEATURE STORY WRITER. Writing
experience preferred. The Weekly
Choice, a Locally owned Positive
News weekly paper is distributed
all around Northern Michigan in-
cluding Gaylord, Petoskey, Cheboy-
gan, Grayling, Indian River, Mackinaw
City, Onaway, Lewiston, Mio,
Mancelona, Kalkaska and everywhere
in between. Freelance writer will
supply articles and photos. $35 per
story plus $10 for photo(s). Email
Resume Dave Baragrey.
Office@WeeklyChoice.com
NEWSPAPER MID-WEEK DELIVERY.
Deliver the Weekly Choice in
Petoskey. We have an immediate
opening in this area. Weekly Delivery

every Wednesday. Nice extra income
for a few hours of work. Pay is $70.
Delivery route take about 3 hours
to complete. Pick up papers at our
warehouse in Gaylord. Deliver in
Petoskey. You will need dependable
transportation and be able to deliver
each week on Wednesday afternoon.
E-mail Office@WeeklyChoice.com
or call or text Dave at 989-350-9235.
NEWSPAPER WEEKEND DELIVERY. 2
ROUTES OPEN. Walk Route and Mo-
tor Route. We have an immediate
opening in this area. Home Delivery
is primarily on Saturday or Sunday
before Noon. Nice extra income for
a few hours of work. You will need
dependable transportation and week-
ends free. E-mail Office@Weekly-
Choice.com or call or text Lewis at
231-384-5899. Advertisers Postal
Service.
The Charlevoix County Community
Foundation seeks applications from
qualified candidates for Accountant
position. A detailed job description
for the position is available at
www.c3f.org in the About Us tab
under Career Opportunities. The po-
sition offers a competitive wage and
a flexible, collaborative, work envi-
ronment. Please submit a cover
letter, resume, and references to
Chip Hansen, President, Charlevoix
County Community Foundation, PO
Box 718, East Jordan MI 49727, or
email to chansen@c3f.org. The dead-
line for application is at 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, March 26, 2021. 
The Charlevoix County Community
Foundation seeks applications from
qualified candidates for an Account-
ant. A detailed job description for
the position is available at
www.c3f.org in the About Us tab
under Career Opportunities. The po-
sition offers a competitive wage and
a flexible, collaborative, work envi-
ronment. Please submit a cover
letter, resume, and references to
Chip Hansen, President, Charlevoix
County Community Foundation, PO
Box 718, East Jordan MI 49727, or
email to chansen@c3f.org. The dead-
line for application is at 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, March 26, 2021.

HOMES FOR SALE
Lake access, two bedroom home
with family room, enclosed porch,
deck, two car attached heated
garage, natural gas, two storage
sheds, one acre corner parcel, walk-
ing distance to lake access. $124,900.
Call for more details. Koske Realty
Co. 989-732-1012. Gaylord, MI.
LAND & PROPERTY
67 acres, nicely wooded parcel in
Hayes Township, located 10 miles
southwest of Gaylord in good deer
country. Ideal place to build your
cabin or just camping. $129,000.
Call Koske Realty Co. 989-732-1012

LEGAL NOTICES
FINAL NOTICE to dispose of contents
to established final lien on storage.
Renters: Mark Piasecki, Unit 76;
Jacob Parker, Unit 40; Sara Smith,
Unit 87; Leah Pillsbury, Unit 113;
Aleah Henion, Unit 106; Lindsey
Jones, Unit 105. Storage unit contents
will be emptied or sold on April 2,
2021 if this account is not paid in
full at APS Mini Warehouse, 112
East Sixth St. PO Box 1914, Gaylord,
MI 49734

LOST & FOUND
Missing our dog. Somewhere near
Old State, Wilson and Kidder Roads
in East Jordan. Mostly black, some
tan, weighs about 50 pounds. Call
Briere if found. 248-914-6775.  
THEFT, Vintage sand tire mini bike.
2 cyl. Doodle bug red. Dual disc. RE-
WARD. Elmira. Text 231-340-9863

MISCELLANEOUS
AMISH BUILT mini cabins or storage
sheds delivered to your site anywhere
in Michigan. Starting at $2,750.
mynextbarn.com. 989-832-1866

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as one day. Affordable prices,
no payments for 18 months. Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Sen-
ior & military discounts available.
Call 877-401-2404
Become a published author. Publi-
cations sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. Call
Christian Faith Publishing for your
free author submission kit. 866-945-
3813
DIRECTV. Every live football game,
every Sunday anywhere on your fa-
vorite device. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS, 888-351-0154
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels. Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& get a free $100 Visa gift card.
Free voice remote. Free HD DVR.
Free streaming on all devices. Call
today. 866-950-6757
DONATE YOUR CAR to charity. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off
for your taxes. Running or not! All
conditions accepted. Free pickup.
Call for details. 855-413-9672
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
low as $49.95 month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable high speed fiber
optic technology. Stream videos,
music and more. Call Earthlink today,
844-275-3510
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
844-369-2501
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES for
uninsured and insured drivers.  Let
us show you how much you can
save. Call 888-330-4197
GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY for weight
loss? If you or a loved one had this
surgery and suffered serious injury
or death? You may be entitled to
compensation. Attorney Charles
Johnson. 800-535-5727
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today. Call for additional
terms and conditions. 855-922-0420.
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one get one
free. Nearly invisible, fully recharge-
able IN-EAR NANO hearing aids
priced thousands less than competi-
tors. 45-day trial! Call 888-489-1252
High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability
to find the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99 month.
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 844-290-4041
Large cart. Steel frame. Carpet
shelves. Double sided. Each side is
approx. 2 foot deep, 6 feet wide.
Just bought new casters. 2 Available.
Price reduced to $100 for immediate
sale. Text Dave at 989-350-9235
LOWEST COST IN MICHIGAN! CLAS-
SIFIED ADS ARE JUST $2 for a 8-
word ad in the Weekly Choice,
Charlevoix County News or Michigan
MoneySaver. The area’s widest dis-
tribution paper and the lowest cost
for advertising. E-mail your ad to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com or call
989-732-8160. The Weekly Choice
is distributed weekly from Mackinaw
City to Grayling. 11 zones of the
Michigan MoneySaver distributed
from Traverse City to Tawas City.
Northern Michigan’s best choice for
buying and selling.
Reach Across Michigan with a Mega-
Market Statewide Classified Ad! Over
1.2 million weekly circulation just
$249 per week! Buy 3 Get 1 Free!
Call this paper, 989-732-8160.
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. Save money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and pow-
er your home. Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a free, no obligation,
quote today. Call 855-476-9698
Thinking about installing a new show-
er? American Standard makes it easy.
Free design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again. Call 855-504-0697 to-
day to see how you can save $1,000
on installation, or visit www.new-
showerdeal.com/cpmn

MOTORCYCLES & ATV
1982 HONDA 200 CMT. Parts or
whole. $600 OR TRADE. 231-340-
9863
2001 HARLEY 883 SPORTSTER. Cus-
tom teal, $4,000. 2002 Kawasaki,
red, 500 Vulcan, $2,000. 2003 Yama-
ha Pearl V-Star, $3,000. 989-873-
4136

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
2020 Alta By East To West 2810KIK
Travel Trailer. 2 Slideouts, outdoor
kitchen, Upgraded Stainless Steel
Appliances, outside shower, power
stabilizer jacks. 1/2 ton towable.
MSRP $40,731. Save 10,396. Sale
Price $29,995. Northern Michigan
RV. 277 Expressway Court, Gaylord.
989-448-8700. www.NorthernMichi-
ganRV.com

2021 Heartland Bighorn 3300DL Fifth
Wheel. 3 Slideouts, Diamond Elite
Pkg, king bed, master control panel,
outside shower. MSRP $91,170. Save
$28,183. Sale Price $62,995. North-
ern Michigan RV. 277 Expressway
Court, Gaylord. 989-448-8700.
www.NorthernMichiganRV.com
2021 Keystone RV Hideout 28RKS
Travel Trailer. Lots of space and a
great value. Slideout, outdoor
kitchen, power awning. MSRP
$33,534. Save $7,539. Sale Price
$25,995. Northern Michigan RV. 277
Expressway Court, Gaylord. 989-448-
8700. www.NorthernMichiganRV.com
2021 XLR Hyper Lite 2815 Toyhauler
Travel Trailer. Slideout, 15 garage,
fully enclosed underbelly, power
awning, power tongue jack, lots of
extras. MSRP $50,775. Sale Price
$35,995. Save $14,780. Northern
Michigan RV. 277 Expressway Court,
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.North-
ernMichiganRV.com
New 2020 EAST TO WEST Alta
2810KIK Travel Trailer. 2 Slideouts,
Outdoor kitchen, kitchen island, fire-
place, 21’ power awning, heated
underbelly and lots more. MSRP
$40,732. Save $10,737. Sale Price
$29,995. Northern Michigan RV. 277
Expressway Court, Gaylord. 989-448-
8700. www.NorthernMichiganRV.com
New 2020 Keystone RV Passport
3100QB GT Series Travel Trailer. Pri-
vate Bunkhouse sleeps 10, outdoor
kitchen,  lightweight and towable
behind many SUVs and half-ton
trucks. MSRP $38,256, Save $10,261.
Sale Price $27,995. Northern Michi-
gan RV. 277 Expressway Court, Gay-
lord. 989-448-8700. www.Northern-
MichiganRV.com
Used 2004 Forest River RV Cardinal
29 WB Fifth Wheel. 2 Slideouts, rear
living room, beautiful RV. Sale Price
$8,995. Northern Michigan RV. 277
Expressway Court, Gaylord. 989-448-
8700. www.NorthernMichiganRV.com
Used 2011 Coachmen RV Freedom
Express 291QBS Travel Trailer. Slide-
out, Quad Bunkhouse, front bed-
room, sleeps 10. Sale Price $11,995.
Northern Michigan RV. 277 Express-
way Court, Gaylord. 989-448-8700.
www.NorthernMichiganRV.com
Used 2012 CrossRoads RV Cruiser
32CK Travel Trailer. Great bunkhouse,
large slideout, EZ Winterizer kit, fully
enclosed underbelly. Sale Price
$15,995. Northern Michigan RV. 277
Expressway Court, Gaylord. 989-448-
8700. www.NorthernMichiganRV.com
Used 2015 Skyline Retro 188S Travel
Trailer. Slideout. Perfect for most
minivans and mid to large-sized
SUVs. Blowout Price $7,995. Northern
Michigan RV. 277 Expressway Court,
Gaylord. 989-448-8700. www.North-
ernMichiganRV.com

SUV
2008 Mercury Mariner. 4WD, tow
pkg. Sale Price $5,995. As low as
$199 a month. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2009 Toyota RAV 4. 4WD, tow pkg.
Sale Price $4,995. As low as $149 a
month. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing.
989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. www.rivertownautosales.com.
Need a car a day or a week. We
rent vehicles.
2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo.
Sale Price $9,995. As low as $249 a
month. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. www.rivertownautosales.com.

Need a car a day or a week. We
rent vehicles.
2018 Ford Edge SEL. AWD, rear cam-
era, leather, 100 K miles. Sale Price
$18,995. As low as $299 a month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2019 Ford Edge Titanium. Loaded.
Sale Price $26,500. As low as $399
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales &
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.

TIRES
1 Goodyear Wrangler tire.
p265/50r20. Mud & Snow. reduced
to $5. Text Dave at 989-350-9235
4 TIRES. 14 inch ATV tires. $90 each
or trade. Text 231-340-9863

TRAILERS
STURDY TRAILER. $450. Text 231-
340-9863

TRUCKS
2003 Dodge Dakota SLT. Quad cab,
bedliner. Sale Price $5,995. As low
as $149 a month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2005 GMC Sierra. 4x4, fiberglass
cap. Sale Price $7,995. As low as
$229 a month. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2014 Chevy Silverado 1500 LT. 4x4,
tow pkg, double cab, high miles.
Sale Price $14,595. As low as $249
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales &
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
TOYOTA truck. Cab, frame, title. $350.
231-340-9863

VANS
2011 Ford Econoline van. 8 passenger
with wheel chair lift, 151 K miles.
Sale Price $9,995. As low as $275 a
month. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing.
989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-
6700. www.rivertownautosales.com.
Need a car a day or a week. We rent
vehicles.
2016 Chevy City Express LT Cargo
Van. Front wheel drive, 24 MPG city.
Sale Price $10,495. As low as $249
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales &
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2016 Chrysler Town & Country. 4
Captain chairs, 135 K miles. Sale
Price $6,495. As low as $199 a month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan. Leather,
rear camera, 51 K miles. Sale Price
$17,495. As low as $270 a month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
HONDA ODESSEY. $800 OR TRADE.
231-340-9863

WANTED
Wanted: OUTBOARD MOTORS, any
size, running or not. Also selling Out-
board Motors. Call 989-619-2303

CLASSIFIEDS
AS LOW AS 

$2.00
CALL

989-732-8160

Contact
Michigan Media

989-732-8160
Office@WeeklyChoice.com

Run for
As Low As Delivered throughout

Charlevoix County Each Week!
$200

CALL: 989.732.8160 EMAIL: office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com ORDER ONLINE: www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com

Boyne City Public Schools has an 
opening for a full-time High School 

Special Education Teacher. 
Go to http://boynecity.cyberschool.com/

custom/jobs.html for details. 

Help Wanted

Boyne City Public Schools has an 
opening for a full-time 

middle school Building Secretary. 
Go to http://boynecity.cyberschool.com/

custom/jobs.html for details. 

Help Wanted

WILSON TOWNSHIP
CHARLEVOIX COUNTY

INVITATION TO BID
2021 Spring, Summer, and Fall Lawn Maintenance

Wilson Township is accepting bids for 2021 spring, summer, and fall lawn maintenance
(mowing, weed trimming, and picking up debris as needed) at the township’s Fall Park and at
three cemeteries for all areas maintained as lawn. Fall Park is located at 02530 Fall Park Road.
The three cemeteries are approximately one acre each and are located on Fuller Road, Healey
Road and the corner of Wilson and Behling Roads.

1. Bids must be on a per mow basis for the following:

� Fall Park
-   Mowing to begin when directed by the Township
-   Mowing shall be scheduled for Thursday or Friday

� Cemeteries (3)
-   Mowing to begin the week prior to Memorial Day weekend

� Spring and fall clean-up for Fall Park and the cemeteries (if requested).

Mowing / trimming shall be performed as needed to maintain lawn areas to a height of no less
than 2 inches and no greater than 4 (height of grass cut may vary if drought type conditions are
experienced).

Contractor shall furnish all labor, equipment, material, and supplies to properly perform the
work.

Damage to trees, shrubs, other vegetation, structures, grave markers, etc. shall be the
responsibility of the Contractor. The Contractor shall notify the Township of any damage,
unusual circumstances, dangerous conditions, and other general needs of the property.

If awarded the bid, Contractor must provide proof of workman’s compensation insurance (if
applicable) and liability insurance.

Contractor will be required to enter into a contract with Wilson Township.

Bids will be accepted by the Wilson Township Clerk by mail to P.O. Box 447, Boyne City, MI
49712, until 4:30 PM on Tuesday April 13, 2021 and will be opened at the Wilson Township
Board of Trustees meeting on Wednesday, April 14, 2021, at 6:00 PM. Bids should be submitted
in a sealed envelope plainly marked Lawn Maintenance Bid. The Township reserves the right
to accept or reject any or all bids. Questions should be directed to Todd Sorenson, Supervisor
(231) 582-7122.
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Are you looking for a 
local insurance agent?
Call Don Jess today for a “No Problem®” quote.
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